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The key elements that must be included in the CFS decision on food security and
climate change
At CFS 39 (October 15 to 20, 2012) a set of actions and recommendations on food security and climate
change will be decided. Members and participants of the CFS must send a strong and urgent message to
the global community to act in order to prevent dangerous climate change-related impacts on food
security. Climate change is already impacting food production today and therefore also food security and
the realization of the Right to Food. The HLPE’s Report on Food Security and Climate Change and the
recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Special Report on Extreme Events underline this.
Organized through the Civil Society Mechanism (CSM), CSOs have actively participated in discussions
and provided inputs into the various draft versions of the paper that sets out the CFS’s decisions on food
security and climate change. CSOs are highly concerned by the lack of urgency and continued omission
of essential elements to ensure the realization of the Right to Food in the context of climate change. The
CFS 39 must unequivocally recognize that climate change is a major threat to the Right to Food
and the rights of indigenous peoples and that action is urgently needed. Member States at the
CFS must decide to:
1. Commit to urgently focus attention and resources on enabling adaptation by small-scale food
producers, who feed a large part of the world’s population. Small-scale food producers dependent on
weather for their livelihoods are on the frontlines of dangerous climate change, but have done little to
cause the problem. Member states and international organizations must substantially increase
investments in adaptation for food security. Developed countries should support country-led plans
with resources that are new and additional to their ODA commitments. Approaches that reduce
vulnerabilities, including strengthening social safety nets and developing mechanisms that ensure
early action in slow onset crises are essential as well as scaling up community led, national and
regional food reserves.
2. Commit to prioritize and scale up agroecological and organic agriculture approaches, in
particular for small scale food producers, which increase the diversity and resilience of production
systems, which is an essential step in adapting to climate change. Such approaches are necessary to
buffer against climate change, as they increase soil health and productivity, and increase waterinfiltration and water-holding capacity of soils. Support for such approaches should be scaled up
considerably and promoted by Member States and international organizations with research,
technical support, funding, capacity building and policy advice. Farmer-to-farmer networking is crucial
for transfer of agroecological knowledge and support for networks must be increased. Agroecological
approaches also are important to promote animal health, wellbeing and genetic diversity, while they
contribute to building sustainable local food networks. Farmer-to-consumer networks such as
community supported agriculture and local farmers’ markets will help ensure local distribution.
3. Ensure that all climate change-related activities respect the rights of indigenous peoples and
the Right to Food. This will notably require: 1) Ex-ante assessments of the impacts on the Right to
Food of all climate change-related policies, programs and strategies; 2) The full implementation of the
FAO policy on Indigenous Peoples; 3) The full implementation of the Guidelines on Responsible
Tenure Governance;
4. Commit to strengthen or set up multi-stakeholder fora at local, national and regional levels to
ensure that local communities and the most vulnerable groups, notably small-scale food producers,
indigenous people, landless rural people, women and women’s groups and those most affected by
hunger, are fully involved in decision-making processes to design, implement, monitor and evaluate
climate change adaptation and mitigation plans, policies and programs;
5. Recognize that diversity in crop and livestock genetic resources are essential for ongoing
adaptation to climate change and call for their conservation, particularly in situ, to be
redoubled, and support given to small-scale farmers' seed breeding and saving. Governments
and international organizations must facilitate the broader access to, and use of, genetic resources so
as to maximize their contribution to adaptation for small-scale food producers.

