
 

CSM Key Messages for Joint meeting of CFS Bureau and Advisory Group, 6 April 

 

Agenda 
item 

Theme and CFS 
resource 

CSM Key messages 

Agenda 
item 2 
 

Agroecological  
and other 
Innovative 
Approaches 
process;  
Draft decision on 
Agroecological 
and other 
innovative 
approaches (CFS 
48) 
 

• Appreciation for the Chair and the constructive attitude of most 
Member States, given the challenging experience of the VG 
negotiations; 

• Delicate moment in the CFS. Very important policy 
recommendations in the context of the multiple crises (hunger, 
climate, etc.) which have been magnified by the COVID 
pandemic. Essential to reach an ambitious outcome. This 
process is extremely important for the small-scale food 
producers and social movements; 

• CSM process proposals: 
o June Session is self-imposed. Postponement to regular 

Plenary Session in October 
o Keep May session and add another OEWG session in 

mid/late July, with full interpretation (minimum 3 days); 
o Propose to avoid Friends of the Chair session all 

together. If MS insist to organize 1-2 sessions in April, 
they need to be early afternoon sessions (Rome time) 
and include interpretation; 

• In terms of methodology, we would reiterate our proposal to 
complete a first reading of the preamble, if not its complete 
negotiation, prior to continue the work on the 
recommendations. We would also suggest that some 10-15 
minutes are devoted to clarifying the focus of each para before 
the text proposals are introduced, including references to other 
paras and issues that require discussion in the preamble.  

Agenda 
item 3 
 

CFS 49 
Provisional 
timetable 
 

Four  main issues:  
• Following the previous discussion: in case the negotiations on 

agroecological and other innovative approaches could not be 
concluded in May and endorsement postponed to October, the 
Plenary 49 agenda of October would need to be adjusted as well 
to include the adoption of the new Policy Recommendations in 
October. 

• Covid-19: We are seeing with concern that the agenda proposal 
for CFS 49 in October 2021 does not include yet the agenda item 
of Covid-19. For our constituencies, it is very important that 
Covid-19 and its relevance for food security and nutrition will be 
a substantial agenda item of the CFS Plenary in October. This is 
fundamental due to the continued dramatic impacts of the 
pandemic on food security and nutrition, which has been also 
emphasized by many Member States from the Global South at 
the last CFS Plenary. CFS 47 therefore agreed in its decision box 
on MYPOW that CFS should further deliberate and pay special 



attention to Covid-19. Such session could best located on 
Tuesday morning, after the first day which will discuss the SOFI 
Report and its new estimates about the impact of the pandemic 
on hunger and malnutrition.  

• We also suggest generating space for a substantial agenda item 
and debate on the Gender equality and women’s 
empowerment guidelines, with feedback from the regional 
consultations: such space could be proposed for Thursday 
morning (14 October). We could envisage that the OEWG Chair 
and the TTT could take care of designing a proposal for that. This 
way we would ensure the relevance and prominence of the 
topic during the Plenary, also taking into account that it is the 
day prior to the International Day of Rural Women. 

• The CFS 47 Plenary in February decided to schedule the Plenary 
for the full week (11-15 October), not only four days. If 15 
October morning was used for FAO World Food Day ceremony, 
the afternoon could be used for the adoption of the final report 
of the CFS, as well as the election of the new CFS Chair.  

Agenda 
item 4 
 

Chair’s Summary 
of the meeting 
on CFS 
effectiveness 
 

• Most speakers at the informal meeting made it very clear that 
the focus of this exercise should be to foster the use and 
application of CFS policy instruments, rather than aiming to 
duplicate the evaluation efforts of the recent past.  

• In this year, we particularly suggest concentrating on the central 
question: how to better use and apply the existing CFS policy 
instruments for a more effective response to the food security 
and nutrition crises accompanying Covid-19. 

• The Chair’s summary makes the relevant references to the CFS 
Innovative Monitoring Mechanism, Annex C of the CFS 
Response to its evaluation, but should also mention Annex E of 
this Response, as CSM said during the meeting: Annex E 
provides guidance about how CFS links to the national level 
could be strengthened, through members states, UN-Agencies 
and other participants. (See the response to the evaluation here) 

Agenda 
item 5 
 
 

Update on UN 
Food Systems 
Summit (oral 
briefing) 
 

• On March 24th, at the invitation of the CFS Chair, members of 
the CSM Liaison Group on the FSS met with the UNFSS Special 
Envoy and other UNFSS leadership staff, to discuss the concerns 
expressed in the CSM Letter to the CFS Chair on the Summit, 
signed by more than 200 organizations.  

• While the CSM delegation appreciated the effort by the CFS 
Chair to organize the dialogue between UNFSS Special Envoy 
and the CSM Liaison Group, it became clear that the UNFSS 
leadership is not adequately responding to the concerns and 
calls for accountability expressed by the CSM grassroots 
constituencies they claim to serve. We continue to remain 
perplexed by the Special Envoy’s statement that she works for 
the FSS rather than the UN, when prompted to refer to UN 
normative frameworks and institutions.  



• In this way the meeting concluded with the CSM emphatically 
reiterating that our concerns and demands continue to be 
unaddressed by the UNFSS leadership and we cannot jump on a 
train moving in the wrong direction toward further embedding 
the status quo of corporate power in our food systems. 

• In consequence, the CSM Coordination Committee and 
organizations of the larger independent process to challenge 
the Summit have jointly agreed to support the organization of 
counter events to the pre-Summit scheduled for 19-21 July in 
Rome. 

Agenda 
item 6 
 
 

CFS Budget and 
Workstreams 
Updates 
 

The CFS financial situation looks good. Although there was an 
overspent on the VGFSyN process, the financial year 2020 could be 
closed with a positive balance of 366,432 USD. Moreover, also the 
forecast for 2021 looks positive, with more resources available 
than needed to cover the foreseen CFS activities.  

One question and one suggestion on this regard:  

a) Question: Was it possible to reallocate the unspent 
resources from 2020 to the budget 2021? 

b) Suggestion: Taking into account the ongoing pandemic, the 
expenditure forecast (3,162,435 USD) seems to be quite 
optimistic, when compared with 2020 and the still 
uncertain situation due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We 
appreciate to have such ambitious budget, so that in case 
the situation will improve, there will be sufficient 
resources to ensure CFS planned activities. However, it 
would be again be important to make sure that resources 
that could not be spent in 2021 could then be reallocated 
to 2022.  

No comment on the workstreams update so far.  
Agenda 
item 7 

Any other 
business 

No comments 

 


