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Agroecology as a transformative pathway 
towards sustainable food systems:  
Scaling investments, policies and practices

Abstract: This side event examines the opportunities and dynamics of 
accelerating food systems transformation through agroecology. It outlines 
key imperatives and showcases promising initiatives related to enabling 
policies and platforms, innovative finance mechanisms and agroecology 
practices on the ground. It highlights policy processes undertaken in Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America to elaborate National Agroecology Strategies and 
Guidelines, emphasizing the involvement of both government and Non-
State Actors (NSAs) in the process. Furthermore, this event demonstrates 
how agroecology elements (FAO 2018) and principles (CFS 2019) are applied 
on the ground by family farmers and food provisioners, local communities 
and Indigenous Peoples to enhance both rural and peri-urban food systems 
and deliver on social, economic, and environmental objectives. Finally, 
this side-event discusses the vital importance of financing agroecological 
transformations aligned with human rights principles, through democratically-
created, transparent and accountable mechanisms that are co-created 
with rights-holders /food provisioners, recognizing that at least a tenfold 
increase in current annual philanthropic, public, and private investments 
will be necessary to support a transition to agroecology and regenerative 
approaches.
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