CSIPM comments to the Advisory Group and Bureau meeting of 12 of September 2025.

The CSIPM Advisory Group members have not been able to attend today’s meeting. The statements
delivered today, by the CSIPM Secretariat, where developed in full consultation with the CSIPM
Advisory Group members, who wish to deliver a brief statement of solidarity

“CFS Chair, CFS Member States, UN Rome Based Agencies, these are grave times for humanity. The
ongoing genocide in Gaza has killed over 63,500 Palestinians and devastated the Palestinian people’s
right to survival and food. Over 93% of Gaza’s agricultural land has been destroyed through
bombardments, bulldozing, and military occupation. These acts have dismantled Gaza’s food
production capacity and stripped Gaza’s people of their most basic means of survival.

As the CSIPM Advisory Group, we believe that the CFS can only fulfill its mandate to end global hunger
if human rights, including the right to food, are fully upheld without exception. It is unacceptable for
the CFS to speak of ending hunger and realizing the right to food while a man-made famine is on
course. This undermines the credibility and integrity of our collective work, and it must be confronted.

The CSIPM Advisory Group condemns Israel’s illegal occupation and genocide in Gaza. The CSIPM
Advisory Group echoes the voice and action of thousands of people in solidarity with the Global
Summud Flotilla and its efforts to open a humanitarian aid corridor. The Flotilla is a consequence of
the international community’s inaction to end Israel’s unlawful blockade of Gaza. It is a response led
by people for people and it must be fully protected. We call on the CFS Member States to not tolerate
Israel’s blocking of humanitarian aid to a population facing starvation and genocide.”

1) CFS 53 Draft Conclusions (for discussion and Bureau Decisions):

a) Item 2 on Coordination and Collaborative Actions

e Civil society and Indigenous Peoples are deeply concerned that the international community
discussions continue to emphasize short-term palliative measures rather than addressing the
structural causes of hunger and malnutrition. The conclusions should explicitly call for the
need to transition towards transforming economic and food systems, placing human rights,
peoples, and the planet, rather than profit, at the center.

On the SOFI report

e We welcome the recognition of impacts on vulnerable groups, but the conclusions should also
reflect the SOFI report’s emphasis on the devastating effects of food price inflation on low-
income countries.

e Beyond inflation, countries and intergovernmental organisations should address structural
drivers of hunger and malnutrition that are deeply interlinked with inflation: import
dependency, speculation in markets, concentration of power in value chains, and the unfair
share of value captured by small-scale producers. The Committee should call for international
regulatory frameworks to prevent speculation, address conflict of interest and excessive
corporate concentration in food systems which deepens inequlity as recognised by the
evidence-based HLPE report.

e The current reference to cooperation with AMIS and market transparency is insufficient. The
real issue is the lack of effective regulatory policies and structural reforms that address
asymmetries in power, discrimination, and economic concentration. The HLPE demonstrated
how food systems are marked by highly uneven power relations where disadvantage accrues
systematically, based on asymmetries in social position, discrimination and power.



e While investment in social protection is important, the CFS should also stress the need for
structural transformation: reterritorializing food systems, reducing export dependency,
ensuring stable and remunerative prices for producers, protecting local producers from unfair
imports, and redirecting subsidies to reach small-scale producers instead of large
agribusinesses.

On the first Collaborative Governance Dialogue (paragraph 8. xv)

e Given the very positive content of the Chair’'s summary on the first dialogue session held this
year, on financing, it would be worthwhile to get a bit of the content into the conclusions and
ensure that it is taken into account in the High Level Forum on Financing during the CFS
Plenary. We suggest the following:

Original para:

recognizes that food security and nutrition are essential elements of development and as such the
provision of sufficient funding from public and private resources for these objectives is critical, and
welcomes the “High Level Forum on strengthening responsible investment and financing for food
security and nutrition” at CFS 53 as an opportunity to advance discussions on this topic;

Suggested edits:

recognizes that food security and nutrition are essential elements of development and as such the
provision of sufficient funding from public and private reseureessources for these objectives is critical,
and welcomes the [ADD: Collaborative Governance dialogue session’s reminder of the central role
of public policies, the need to address the challenge of the debt burden, and the invitation to place
smallholder producers at the center of financing solutions.] [ADD: The Committee welcomes] the
“High Level Forum on strengthening responsible investment and financing for food security and
nutrition” at CFS 53 as an opportunity to [ADD: take these points into account as it] advances
discussions on this topic.

On Gaza

e We, as members of the CSIPM Advisory Group, call upon CFS Member States to adopt
conclusions that support the International Court of Justice’s conclusions that Israel must
uphold its obligations under the Genocide Convention and take all measures within its power
to prevent the commission of acts within the scope of the Convention, in particular the
deliberate infliction on Palestinians in Gaza of conditions of life calculated to bring about their
physical destruction

e One issue that poses a direct challenge to multilateral governance is how international legal
instruments apply in contexts of military or colonial occupation. How relevant are the CFS
recommendations in a context where the legal framework of national sovereignty is denied
like in the case of Palestine? In such cases, including Palestine, the denial of sovereignty
undermines the protection of the right to food and raises questions about the relevance and
applicability of CFS recommendations. This dimension should be explicitly acknowledged in
the conclusions, for example by noting that military and colonial occupation and the denial of
sovereignty violate human rights including the right to food.

e The last sentence of paragraph xvi risks to misplace the responsibility of ongoing crises. The
central issue is to address the root causes of ongoing and protracted crises. Rather than
focusing on the negative coping mechanisms of affected communities, the paragraph should
conclude with a concrete call for accountability. This would shift the emphasis away from
blaming communities and instead place responsibility on perpetrators and complicit actors
who drive or sustain these crises.



Suggested revision of the last sentence:

“...As such, comprehensively addressing hunger cannot be done without addressing these ongoing
crises, which have far-reaching consequences for the environment, health, and sanitation, and fead

to-the-adoption-of-harmful-copingmechanisms] [require concrete accountability measures to ensure

that perpetrators and complicit actors are held responsible.]”

o Following paragraph xvi, the conclusions should commit to promote dissemination,
implementation, and monitoring of the FFA by states and intergovernmental
organizations.The IPC system confirmed the famine in Gaza, but only too late. The CFS should
urge the RBAs, in collaboration with the CFS, to establish an early warning mechanism on
violations of the right to food, with a regular reporting to the UN General Assembly.The
conlusions of Agenda Item Il should reiterate the need to uphold and apply the principles of
the FFA, which are grounded in international human rights law, international humanitarian
law, and other relevant international instruments. It is particularly concerning that state
behaviors and policies often directly contradict the FFA principles. This should be explicitly
highlighted in the CFS plenary report.

e The CFS should also call for accountability and stress the importance of robust accountability
and monitoring mechanisms to ensure the effective use of CFS decisions and policy
frameworks. The CFS should call for appropriate consequences, in line with international law,
for states and actors that fail to comply with agreed principles and who are involved in the
exploitation or destruction of food systems.

e Those who have violated international law by using famine as a weapon of war must be held
responsible and be subject to sanctions, and countries must respect their extraterritorial
obligations by ending any political, military, or financial support that enables the continuation
of genocide and the weaponization of food.

e |Israel’s deliberate and illegal man-made famine in Gaza, destroying life at an unprecedented
pace, should be of pressing concern to this UN Committee with a mandate on food security
and nutrition. The CFS needs to be courageous, now more that ever, to do all within its power
to denounce the on-going genocide in Gaza.

e Regarding paragraph xviii, this clause has been used for the third consecutive year, with
hesitation to strengthen its language out of fear that consensus would not be reached.
However, the past two years have witnessed an escalation of genocide and the weaponization
of food, including an officially declared famine and the continued use of veto powers to block
efforts to end the genocide and reach a ceasefire. This reality demands a stronger and more
urgent formulation of the text to reflect the gravity of the situation.

b) Item 3 on the High-Level Forum on Financing

We appreciate that the CSIPM comments presented in the AG and Bureau meeting in July were taken
into consideration.

c) Item 8 on the Global Thematic Event

We appreciate that the CSIPM comments presented in the AG and Bureau meeting in July were taken
into consideration. In light of the renewed offensive by Israel on Gaza, in particular Gaza city, it is
important that the Global Thematic Event has conclusions on the breaching of the principles outlaid
in the FFA which stress the upholding of international humanitarian law and human rights obligations.
In this sense we suggest to add the following text to paragraph f):



3)

4)
5)

6)

The Committee expresses deep concern about the multiplication of protracted crises, about
the consistent use of famine as a weapon of war in many territories, particularly in Gaza and
the systematic non-respect of the fundamental principles of the FFA.

Policy Convergence Process on Building Resilient Food Systems

Draft Workplan

We believe that the current schedule proposed for this policy convergence process is quite
stretched, in particular, for the first round of consultations on elements to be included in the
Zero Draft and for the negotiations phase. For the initial consultation taking place this year,
we would suggest setting as deadline the same day as the first OEWG. In terms of the
negotiations phase, Building Resilient Food Systems is a very comprehensive theme and will
need to address some of the structural changes needed in food systems, as was highlighted
by the HLPE report. These fundamental discussions will require more time than 2 weeks of
negotiations.

Update on the implementation of the CFS Resource Mobilization Strategy: plans, scenarios
and instruments

HLPE-FSN: critical issues for food security and nutrition

Proposal for a streamlined approach to CFS Bureau and Advisory Group meetings

Any other business

a) Outcomes of the UNFSS+4



