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1.

Priority Issues: What key issues should be addressed through the policy
recommendations, bearing in mind the needs of potential users and implementers at
national and local levels? (500-word limit)

Policies must be centered in a human rights-based approach, especially the right to
food, and uphold indivisible rights such as the right to seeds and the right to access,
control and use over land and natural resources, in particular by peasants and other
people working in rural areas as recognized by UNDROP. This requires strengthening
the governance of land, fisheries and forests governance in line with the CFS VGGTs.
Policies should also support the implementation of UNDROP and UNDRIP, which also
recognizes the right to land and territories of Indigenous Peoples and their right to
control, protect and develop their cultural heritage and traditional knowledge. States
must explicitly incorporate the right to food into their constitutions, align their legislation
with UNDRIP and UNDRIP, and repeal laws criminalizing seed exchange and land
struggles.

Agency of rights-holders: Policies must establish co-decision-making mechanisms,
participatory budgets, and multi-stakeholder committees with majority rights holders,
particularly the most marginalized groups, including peasants, fisherfolks, Indigenous
Peoples, gender diverse groups and youth (as enshrined in UNDROP), as they are
active agents in defining and implementing food system resilience rather than passive
recipients. Their knowledge systems and biocultural connections should be part of
decision-making processes. Policies should prioritize building resilience across
differential vulnerabilities, including poverty, socioeconomic marginalization, and gender.

Structural barriers and colonial legacies: Policies must recognize how historical
oppressive and capitalist processes and ongoing colonial policies affect access to land,
water, seeds, fisheries and natural resources. CSIPM denounces land, water, and ocean
grabbing, land-based carbon trading, private enclosure of seeds (such as GMOs,
patents, and exclusive breeders' rights while prohibiting exchange of farmer varieties),
fisheries and other natural resources. Free trade agreements, sovereign debt, real
estate investment funds, and agricultural SEZs must be recognized as drivers of land
grabbing.

Local governance and sovereignty: Strengthening local food policy councils, local
territorial markets, and local governance as pathways to equitable transformative
resilience (ETR) is critical and local authorities must be legally recognized as key players
in territorial food governance. The role of local authorities is especially important as they
know their territories best and can provide effective context-sensitive policies and place-



based solutions for ETR, as recognized by the HLPE report. A diversity of solutions,
building on locally available resources and capacities implemented by local governments
builds resilience.

Resilience in conflict/occupation contexts: CSIPM stresses that resilience does not mean
“adapting” to conditions imposed by wars and occupation, but rather by confronting
systemic barriers that perpetuate and maintain the status quo. Policies must recognize
the use of hunger as a weapon of war as a serious crime. Priorities must shift towards
long-term rebuilding of local food systems rather than short-term aid. The CSIPM
appreciates the emphasis in the HLPE report on implementing the Framework for Action
for Food Security and Nutrition in Protracted Crises and reforming the Integrated Food
Security Phase Classification system to better anticipate and avoid famine.

Corporate capture and privatization: Policy recommendations need to establish binding
mechanisms to overcome the power, control, and influence of multinational corporations
over land and forest, water, seeds, fisheries, agricultural data, finance, infrastructure,
and markets. Policies for deconcentration, decentralization, localization of technologies,
grassroots innovations and capacities to cope with new crises is essential for building
resilience, and those most affected must have decision-making roles. Processes to
decommodify land, water and food must be established.

Labor and social protections: Workers’ rights in commercial agriculture, industrial fishing
and aquaculture, and plantation economies, including the often invisible work of informal,
migrant and seasonal workers, should be included in resilience strategies, since fair
wages, safe working conditions, and social security help stabilize households and
communities.

Food system financing: Policies must reduce harmful debt pressures and curb financial
practices that concentrate power, create dependency and obstruct ETR. Policy

recommendations must avoid false solutions regarding finance, climate & biodiversity
that result in destruction and/or grabbing of resources.

Integrate biodiversity and animal welfare as strategies of resilience. Production systems
such as agroecology that promote biodiversity and ensure animal welfare can mitigate
the shocks and stressors from intensive livestock and aquaculture production. Having a
diversity of crops and animals in the farm production system enhances not only
resilience of the farm itself but also economic resilience of farming communities. Policies
must support agroecological production systems, planetary health and the
interconnectedness of biodiversity and animal welfare with other parts of the food
system.

Agroecology is a pathway for ETR. It is more than a production system; agroecology is a
socioecological and holistic policy framework for transforming food systems that is
grounded in local knowledge systems, grassroots innovations and food sovereignty.
Agroecology also acknowledges the crucial contributions of small-scale fisheries,
pastoralism, and the foodways embedded in local territories that feed people.



Complementary Elements: Are there additional elements or considerations that
should be integrated to complement the analysis and recommendations presented in
the HLPE-FSN Report? (500-word limit)

Care economy: Policies for food security and nutrition should consider the care economy
within the food system as a pillar of resilience and promote decent work. ILO resolution
V on decent work and the care economy supports inclusive, rights-based approaches.
Care work falls disproportionately on women and is often not fully recognized and valued
accordingly. Care work in the food system must be recognized with special attention to
gender and advancing decent work in the care economy.

Social and solidarity economy: Policy recommendations should center social and
solidarity economy as a human rights-based model (UNGA A/RES/79/213) prioritizing
people over profit, enabling community and collective ownership of land, seeds, water,
and food. Examples include Community Supported Agriculture, food co-ops, and
community farms.

Food social security: Social protection policies are critical and transformative. Policies
must integrate the right to food as a pillar of social protection, drawing on models such
as Brazil's Fome Zero, Bolsa Familial, and European funds, to strengthen universal
access to healthy food and build resilient systems for producers and consumers alike.
Social protections should be aligned with climate, nutrition and labor policies with
accountability mechanisms to build ETR.

Link CFS to other global fora to promote ETR: Food systems are complex with many
intersections. Therefore, food systems' resilience must be addressed across global fora

in a cohesive way. The CFS policy instruments, based on the right to food, should inform
and connect with other relevant fora such as WHO, ILO, UNFCC, UNCBD, UNCCD, etc. so

as to fulfill its policy coordination mandate for food security and nutrition, and to ensure
ETR across food systems governance. CFS must ensure the primacy of the right to food

in the face of the WTO, the IMF, and the World Bank. It is essential to exchange
knowledge, evidence and policy guidance across fora to create resilience that aligns
global agendas, reduces policy fragmentation, and strengthens collective action toward
equitable and transformative food security outcomes.

Recognition of Indigenous Peoples’ knowledge systems: Include Indigenous Peoples’
food systems and rights as central elements and policies should be co-created with
indigenous peoples. Research methods must be decolonized and participatory, and
diverse knowledge systems, including Indigenous Peoples' knowledge, should be
promoted. Policies must guarantee the Free, Prior and Informed consent as defined by
UNDRIP, and recognize grassroots knowledge as a right (UNDROP article 26), in the
pursuit of ETR.



3. Practical Examples: Building on the Action Plan to Strengthen the Uptake of CFS
Policy Products and on the "boxes" provided in the HLPE-FSN report, could you
share one concrete case study from your country or constituency that illustrates how
the forthcoming policy recommendations might be applied in practice? (500-word
limit)

Given the numerous constituencies and geographic reach of the CSIPM, the following highlights
a series of different case studies to demonstrate how policy recommendations are being applied
in practice:

Case Study 1 - The Grassroots Innovation Assembly for Agroecology for
innovation and technology sovereignty: A global assembly of agroecology
organizations and networks committed to raising awareness and supporting the daily
innovations of food producers worldwide. The Grassroots Innovations Assembly for
Agroecology (GIAA) brings together grassroots organizations and local networks in a
peer-to-peer space where food producers share tools, techniques, and processes for
identifying needs, co-designing solutions, and democratising them to others. GIAA
promotes, supports, and defends local knowledge, tools, and techniques as innovative
solutions that strengthen the resilience, autonomy and sovereignty of food-producing
communities, firmly rooted in the principles of Agroecology. As Agriculture 4.0
technologies are being promoted under the banner of profits, efficiency and corporate
control, GIAA has been mobilizing for technological sovereignty, a way to promote local
abilities to develop appropriate solutions and technologies, putting peasants at the
centre of community ownership and democratic governance.

Case Study 2 - Food Social Security to strengthen the right to food and social
protections: Drawing on earlier innovations from the Brazilian Fome Zero and Bolsa
Familial, Social Food Security funds are now operating in more than 60 localities across
France and emerging in Switzerland and Belgium, positioning food as a core pillar of
social protection.The approach addresses social, ecological, and economic crises by
socializing agriculture and food. Through ongoing work on gender, land, North—South
relations, and economic models, the collective demonstrates how rights-based,
participatory governance can build durable, equitable, and resilient food systems for all.

Case Study 3 - Decolonial knowledge as resilience in the Palestinian-Jordan
Valley: "In an occupation context, agriculture becomes a political act: every replanted
olive tree, every well dug despite prohibitions, and every grain of wheat sown is an act of
liberation against settler-colonialism." This research, undertaken by a Palestinian
academic, exemplifies resilience as resistance under settler-colonial conditions, showing
how land, agriculture, and knowledge production become acts of survival and liberation,
sustaining historical continuity and highlighting decolonial scholarship. By centring
farmers’ lived realities and decolonial perspectives, generated solutions are rooted in
community agency, long-term stewardship, and decolonial struggles, essential
components of equitable, community-rooted food systems resilience.


https://www.gia-agroecology.org/index.php/who-we-are/
https://www.gia-agroecology.org/index.php/who-we-are/
https://securite-sociale-alimentation.org/

e Case Study 4 -Rights-Based Agroecology grounded in the UNDROP: The RAISE
Consortium works across South Asia and Africa to show how rights-based agroecology
can tackle challenges faced by peasants, pastoralists, women and youth by grounding
community-led agroecology, seed, and biodiversity practices in the UN Declaration on
the Rights of Peasants (UNDROP). RAISE strengthens local agency, resilience, and
policy engagement, demonstrating the kind of equitable, participatory and transformative
resilience highlighted in the HLPE “Building Resilient Food Systems” report. It illustrates
how locally driven agroecological transitions offer a proven pathway to resilient food
systems that global CFS policy recommendations should actively recognize, resource
and protect.

e Case Study 5 - Animal Welfare farming practices to strengthen resilience: Crop-
livestock- forestry systems in Brazilian Cerrado: Brazil's climate change mitigation and
adaptation policies support agricultural transition toward integrated crop— livestock—
forestry systems grounded in agroecological principles. This initiative sees farmers
integrate crops alongside grazing cattle, improving soil health, diversifying production,
and enhancing animal welfare through natural shade and heat regulation. These
systems reduce deforestation pressures and ease feed—food competition, aligning with
Brazil's commitments to lower methane and GHG emissions while strengthening
climate-resilient, socially grounded food production. These policies go beyond viewing
soil as a carbon removal mechanism, but rather as a way to build healthier soil that
holds more resilience.

e Case Study 6 - Forest Rights Act (FRA) in India: In India, over 300 million people
depend on forests for their livelihoods, and nearly 50% of the tribal population resides in
forest areas. Speaking to WION, Dr. Angela Lusigi, Resident Representative, UNDP
India said, “What makes FRA unique is that it places Gram Sabhas (village assemblies
where local residents make decisions collectively) at the centre of governance. This is
not just a land rights law, it is a shift in how India manages forests. Global evidence,
including the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report (2019), shows that
when communities have secure tenure, deforestation slows and climate resilience
improves. FRA demonstrates this in action."

e Case Study 7 - Artisanal Fishing, Local Processing, and Community Governance
of Marine Resources in Support of Food Sovereignty in Mauritania:

Mauritania possesses one of the richest fishing zones in West Africa. However, overexploitation
by foreign industrial fleets, imbalanced fishing agreements, and the strong orientation toward
export markets reduce local communities’ access to fishery resources directly affecting food
security. Women are heavily involved in artisanal fish processing (drying, salting, smoking),
often under precarious conditions, without legal recognition, social protection, or sufficient
market access. Since 2020, artisanal fishing cooperatives, women processors’ collectives, and
community-based organizations, with support from regional civil society networks, have
developed community-based management systems for fishing zones. These initiatives prioritize
access for artisanal fishers, promote local fish processing, and enable commercialization on
national markets. Average incomes of women processors have increased by approximately 40%
due to improved processing techniques and direct market access. Local fish supply has


https://agroecology-coalition.org/raise/
https://animals4climate.wfa.org/index.php/2024/09/11/advance-sustainable-terrestrial-agriculture-practices/
https://animals4climate.wfa.org/index.php/2024/09/11/advance-sustainable-terrestrial-agriculture-practices/

improved, contributing to increased access to affordable protein for urban and rural households.
Artisanal fishing communities have strengthened their collective organization to defend their
rights against industrial fishing expansion. Dependence on the raw export of fishery resources
has also been partially reduced through the localization of value chains. This experience
demonstrates food sovereignty based on community control of marine resources, resistance to
corporate capture, the relocalization of food value chains, and recognition of women’s labor in
the care economy of food systems. Policies for resilience need to legally prioritize artisanal
fisheries, strictly regulate industrial fishing, ensure women processors have access to social
protection, credit, and infrastructure, and legally recognize community-based management
systems for marine resources. Resilience cannot be achieved without economic justice,
democratic governance of resources, and protection of workers’ rights.

e Case Study 8 - Peasant Agroecology, Local Seed Systems, and Territorial Markets
as Levers for Equitable and Transformative Resilience (ETR) in Algeria

In Algeria, food systems remain heavily dependent on imports, particularly cereals, dairy
products, and hybrid seeds, creating structural vulnerabilities. This dependence is compounded
by climate change, characterized by recurrent droughts, soil degradation, and rapid loss of
agrobiodiversity. Small-scale farmers face land insecurity, limited access to local seeds, and
rising costs of chemical inputs. Rural women play a central role in subsistence production, seed
conservation, and food processing, yet they are largely excluded from secure land tenure and
public support mechanisms. Since 2018, peasant networks, rural associations, and women’s
collectives in the Kabylie, Aurés, and High Plateaux regions have established community seed
banks, agroecological training fields, and territorial farmers’ markets. These initiatives are based
on seed selection, reproduction, and free exchange of local varieties; diversification of drought-
resistant crops; integration of crop and livestock systems; and the valorization of traditional
knowledge. Women play a central role in seed conservation, food processing (olive olil,
couscous, legumes), and the organization of direct-market sales. Through these initiatives,
community seed banks have recovered and circulated over 40 local crop varieties, including
durum wheat, barley, legumes, and fruit trees. Adoption of agroecological practices has reduced
production costs by 30-50% through decreased reliance on chemical inputs. Territorial markets
connecting producers and consumers have been created in several areas, improving access to
local, healthy food. Women’s leadership has strengthened, particularly in seed management,
market organization, and intergenerational knowledge transmission. This case demonstrates the
necessity of legally recognizing peasant seeds, supporting community seed banks through
public funds, securing women’s access to land, and integrating territorial markets into local food
policies. Human-rights-aligned policies can simultaneously enhance food sovereignty, social
justice, and climate resilience.



	Building Resilient Food Systems Policy Priorities by the Civil Society and Indigenous Peoples’ Mechanism (CSIPM) for relations with the UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS)

