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Fifty-fourth Session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)
19 - 23 October 2026

Guide to CFS 54

Introduction

Welcome to the Fifty-fourth Plenary Session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS 54), taking
place from 19 to 23 October 2026 in a hybrid format in FAO headquarters, Rome, Italy.

The Committee on World Food Security (CFS) was established in 1974, and reformed in 2009, with the
vision to be the foremost inclusive international and intergovernmental platform of the United Nations
system for promoting food security and nutrition for all. Through a multi-stakeholder and inclusive
approach, CFS Members and stakeholders develop and endorse policy recommendations and guidance
on a wide range of topics related to food security and nutrition, with the aim of achieving the universal
realization of the right to food.

This Guide provides an overview of the Plenary agenda and aims to support CFS stakeholders in
engaging effectively in the discussions, indicating guiding questions and background information for
each of the sessions.

Plenary Session Overview

The Plenary will begin with opening statements by United Nations (UN) high-level representatives
followed by the presentation of the Report “The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World
(SOFI1) 2026”, a panel discussion including regional perspectives on the findings of the SOFI report, and
the presentation of the outcomes and recommendations of the Second International Conference on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD+20). The session will continue with the presentation
of the CFS summary reports on Collaborative Governance for Coordinated Policy Responses to
Emerging Global Food Crises towards Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Transformation as well
as of the CFS High-Level Forum on Harnessing Artificial Intelligence, Digitalization and Data
Governance for Food Security and Nutrition, followed by delegates’ statements on strengthening
coordination and collaborative actions for food security and nutrition.

A Satellite Session on Empowering Women Farmers for Food Security and Nutrition will be held with
the objective of stimulating an interactive dialogue on existing and potential partnerships between CFS
and relevant international initiatives and on how to make the best use of the CFS multistakeholder
platform and its evidence-based policy products to promote food security and nutrition.

During its 54th Session, the Committee is also expected to endorse its Policy Recommendations on
Building Resilient Food Systems, resulting from an inclusive multi-stakeholder negotiation process, and
to discuss its most significant elements and the opportunities for advancing and accelerating their
uptake and implementation at global, regional, country, and local levels.

Additionally, CFS stakeholders will be invited to join a dedicated session to discuss progress, challenges
and ways to improve the use of CFS policy products.
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The Committee will start discussing the next Multi-Year Programme of Work (MYPoW) 2028-2031,
drawing on the Note on Critical, Emerging and Enduring Issues for Food Security and Nutrition
prepared by the High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition (HLPE-FSN). It will also be
invited to consider the annual update of the rolling section of the CFS MYPoW 2024-2027, and to
select the theme for the HLPE-FSN Report 2028.

A session will be dedicated to discussing the HLPE-FSN Report on Preserving, Strengthening and
Promoting Indigenous Peoples’ Food and Knowledge Systems and Traditional Practices for Sustainable
Food Systems.

The Plenary will also include a Global Thematic Event (GTE) to monitor the use and application of CFS
policy recommendations relevant to empowering family farmers.

The list of panelists and speakers for each session will be available on the CFS 54 webpage at this link.

All Members and Participants are encouraged to reflect, in their interventions, the CFS MYPoW 2024-
2027 cross-cutting focus areas: enhancing equity and inclusiveness in agriculture and food systems,
with specific attention to women, youth, Indigenous Peoples and vulnerable groups; fostering the
resilience of agriculture and food systems to shocks and stresses; promoting agriculture and food
systems actions that protect the planet; and strengthening means of implementation and collaborative
action for food security and nutrition.


https://sfcs.fao.org/cfs/plenary/cfs54/en
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CFS 54 Logistics

Dates and format: From Monday, 19 October to Friday, 23 October 2026. The CFS Plenary, the Satellite
Session and the Side Events are held in hybrid format. See the dedicated sections of this document for
more details on the planned Side Events and the Satellite Session.

Morning Plenary Sessions: 19 October (9.00 — 12.00); 20-23 October (10.00 — 13.00), Rome time.
Afternoon Plenary Sessions: 15.00 — 18.00 (Rome time).

Evening Plenary Session: Monday, 19 October (18.30 — 21.30), Rome time.

Drafting Committee: Thursday, 22 October (15.00 — 18.00), Rome time.

Timetable: A provisional timetable is available on the CFS 54 dedicated webpage at this link.

Hosting: CFS 54 will be organized in a hybrid format with selected high-level speakers, Members and
Participants attending in person at FAO headquarters in Rome, and with other participants joining
virtually via Zoom (‘Meeting’ format). The Plenary Sessions will also be available via webcast.

Participation and languages: CFS 54 is open to all CFS Members, Participants and Observers. For more
information on composition, modalities of participation, and consultation/coordination mechanisms,
please see Section Il par. 7-17 of the CFS Reform Document [link]. The Plenary Sessions will be
conducted in all UN official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

Timekeeping and high-level participation: The CFS Plenary Sessions provide the opportunity for
meaningful dialogue and interaction among stakeholders, including the opportunity for heads of
delegations to deliver formal statements to the Plenary Session, or to submit them in writing.
Delegations are requested to limit interventions to three minutes, with up to five minutes allowed for
Ministers, heads of constituency delegations, or statements delivered on behalf of regional groups.
Lengthy formal statements are not foreseen; however, presentations exceeding the allotted time may
be shared electronically with the CFS Secretariat and will be posted on the dedicated website section.
A traffic light system will be used to assist delegates in adhering to the allocated time.

All delegates are requested to email their statements to CFS@fao.org at least one hour before the
session, to allow sharing with the interpreters. The statements received will be posted in their original
languages on the dedicated section of the CFS 54 webpage: https://sfcs.fao.org/cfs/plenary/cfs54/en.

If a member delegation includes senior-level participation, such as a Minister, Vice-Minister, or State
Secretary (or equivalent), the delegation should inform the CFS Secretariat so that the head of
delegation can be given priority protocol consideration on the speakers’ list.

Registration for Member and non-Member States: Diplomatic representatives designated to attend
the 54th Session of CFS must register online using the protected password reserved for FAO
Permanent Representatives at https://www.fao.org/members-gateway/home/en/ by 7 September
2026. Instructions for online registration can be downloaded from the FAO Members’ Gateway.

Registration for other stakeholders: Participants and Observers designated to attend the 54th Session
of CFS should send an email to CFS54-Registration@fao.org by 7 September 2026, indicating name, last
name, organization, official title, address, and email address. Personalized links to access the virtual

meeting will be made available upon receipt of the above information.


https://sfcs.fao.org/cfs/plenary/cfs54/en
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/437ae43e-7426-4e48-9d99-623dde284258/content#page=125
mailto:CFS@fao.org
https://sfcs.fao.org/cfs/plenary/cfs54/en
https://www.fao.org/members-gateway/home/en/
mailto:CFS54-Registration@fao.org
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Enquiries: Please contact the CFS Secretariat at CFS@fao.org.

More information: Please visit the CFS 54 webpage: https://sfcs.fao.org/cfs/plenary/cfs54/en where
latest news, documents and updates will be posted.
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OVERVIEW OF CFS 54 AGENDA ITEMS

ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS (for information and for decision)

The Membership of the Committee will be confirmed, the CFS 54 Provisional Agenda and Timetable
adopted, and the Drafting Committee appointed. Furthermore, the Committee will be asked to
consider and endorse the document outlining the modalities for the preparation of the CFS 54 Final

Report.

Background documents:

CFS 54 Provisional Agenda

CFS 54 Provisional Timetable

Guide to CFS 54 (this document)

Membership

Guide to the preparation of the CFS 54 Final Report

THE STATE OF FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION IN THE WORLD - STRENGTHENING
COORDINATION AND COLLABORATIVE ACTIONS (for information and discussion)

The session will include:

a) Opening statements by the following representatives, or their delegates (which will be posted
on the CFS 54 Session documents webpage):

b)

d)

The Secretary-General, United Nations (UN);

The Director-General, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO);

The President, International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD);

The Executive Director, World Food Programme (WFP);

The President, United Nations General Assembly (UNGA);

The President, United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC);

The Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, United Nations (UN);

The High Commissioner for Human Rights, United Nations (UN);

The Chairperson, High Level Panel of Experts (HLPE-FSN) Steering Committee;

The Chairperson, Committee on World Food Security (CFS).

Presentation of the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) Report 2026;

State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) Report 2026: Panel discussion on
regional perspectives;

Presentation of the outcomes and recommendations of the Second International Conference
on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD+20);
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e) Presentation of the CFS summary report on Collaborative Governance for Coordinated Policy
Responses to Emerging Global Food Crises towards Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems
Transformation;

f) Presentation of the outcomes of the CFS High-Level Forum on Harnessing Artificial Intelligence,
Digitalization and Data Governance for Food Security and Nutrition;

g) Presentation of the outcomes of the Satellite Session on Empowering Women Farmers for
Food Security and Nutrition: Working Together to Advance Inclusive and Sustainable Food
Systems;

h) Delegates’ statements on Strengthening Coordination and Collaborative Actions for Food
Security and Nutrition.

At the end of the session, draft conclusions will be presented for discussion and endorsement by the
Plenary.

Background documents:

e The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World — Strengthening Coordination and
Collaborative Actions — Draft Conclusions

e The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) 2026 Report

e CFS summary report on Collaborative Governance for Coordinated Policy Responses to
Emerging Global Food Crises towards Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems
Transformation

e OQutcomes of the CFS High-Level Forum on Harnessing Artificial Intelligence, Digitalization and
Data Governance for Food Security and Nutrition

e Background note by the High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition for the CFS
High-Level Forum on Harnessing Artificial Intelligence, Digitalization and Data Governance for
Food Security and Nutrition

I1l. ENDORSEMENT AND UPTAKE OF THE CFS POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
ON BUILDING RESILIENT FOOD SYSTEMS (for decision)

Following the publication of a dedicated report by the HLPE-FSN in 2025, the final version of the CFS
Policy Recommendations on Building Resilient Food Systems, developed through an inclusive multi-
stakeholder negotiation process within an Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG), will be presented to
the Committee for consideration and endorsement. The Session will also represent an opportunity to
highlight the most significant elements of the Policy Recommendations and the opportunities for
advancing and accelerating their uptake and implementation at global, regional, country, and local
levels.

Session Rollout:

a) Presentation of the final draft of the Policy Recommendations by H.E. Jhenifer Mojica Flérez,
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Colombia, and Rapporteur of the CFS policy
convergence process on Building Resilient Food Systems;

b) Endorsement of the policy recommendations;

c) Keynote remarks;
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d) Interventions and commitments by Members and Participants from the floor.

At the end of the session, a draft decision will be presented for discussion and endorsement by the
Plenary.

Background documents:

e CFS Policy Recommendations on Building Resilient Food Systems
e CFS Policy Recommendations on Building Resilient Food Systems — Draft Decision

IV. STRENGTHENING THE IMPACT OF CFS POLICY PRODUCTS (for information and discussion)

The Action Plan to Strengthen the Uptake of CFS Policy Products, endorsed in 2024, states that
promoting the use of CFS policy products is a collective responsibility that requires joint efforts as well
as close collaboration between relevant stakeholders. In this context, at CFS 53 a call was made to
strengthen the collaboration among stakeholders to promote and strengthen the uptake of CFS policy
products.

During the last intersessional period, various activities were carried out to create synergies and
promote collective efforts in support of the translation of CFS policy products into concrete actions at
national level. Joint activities have been carried out with relevant institutions to raise awareness of CFS
policy products at all levels and to create partnerships for a more effective promotion of these tools.
Efforts have been made to improve the CFS monitoring strategy through the launch of the Uptake
Stocktaking Exercise which is expected to inform the preparation of the CFS Digital Repository.

Moving forward, it is important to promote such a systemic approach to CFS uptake, where roles and
potential contributions of different stakeholders are clearly defined and based on the agreed Action
Plan. This approach would help identify the different ways through which CFS stakeholders could
promote the use of CFS policy products, in particular through collaboration and partnerships among
them, in line with the consideration of CFS uptake as a collective exercise.

This session is intended to shed light on concrete uptake activities carried out by different
stakeholders and to discuss ways to promote a systemic promotion of CFS uptake, and new and
stronger ways of collaboration, as well as to discuss ideas for future uptake strategies and activities.

Session Rollout:
a) Introductory remarks by Professor Anas A. Al-Nabulsi, CFS Chairperson;

b) Panel discussion on the roles and responsibilities and actions undertaken by different
stakeholders in promoting the use of CFS policy products, building on the outcomes of CFS 53;

c) Delegates are invited to interact with Members of the panel and share views on the basis of
the following guiding questions:

e Inview of the recommendations included in the Action Plan endorsed in 2024, can you
provide an overview of the follow-up actions that your country, institution or
constituency carried out to promote the use of CFS policy products?

e Inrecognition of the nature of CFS uptake as a collective responsibility, which
stakeholders CFS should strengthen linkages and create synergies to define common
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uptake strategies?

e Which actions should be undertaken to facilitate the integration of CFS policy products
into strategic frameworks and plans of relevant stakeholders?

At the end of the session, draft conclusions will be presented for discussion and endorsement by the
Plenary.

Background documents:
e Strengthening the impact of CFS Policy Products — Draft Conclusions
e Action Plan to Strengthen the Uptake of CFS Policy Products

V. CFS STRATEGIC DIRECTION BEYOND 2030 (for discussion and decision)

In line with the provisions of Annex B of the CFS Implementation of the Response to the Evaluation
Report on the new Multi-Year Programme of Work (MYPoW) structure and process (CFS
2022/50/Inf.17, adopted at CFS 45), this session marks the start of the discussion on the MYPoW 2028-
2031.

Session Rollout:
This agenda item will be divided into three parts:

a) Critical, Emerging and Enduring Issues for Food Security and Nutrition (for discussion)
This section will set the stage for the preparation of the CFS MYPoW 2028-2031, which is
expected to be developed in the 2026-2027 intersessional period and endorsed at CFS 55. CFS
stakeholders will have the opportunity to share their views and suggestions on potential issues
to be addressed by the Committee on the basis of the HLPE-FSN 4th Note on Critical, Emerging
and Enduring Issues for Food Security and Nutrition.

b) Update of the Rolling Section of the CFS MYPoW 2024-2027 (for decision)
CFS Members will be asked to consider the annual update of the rolling section of the CFS
MYPoW 2024-2027, as agreed by the Bureau in consultation with the Advisory Group. The CFS
Chairperson will present the document and call upon CFS stakeholders to provide their
interventions.

c) Theme of the HLPE-FSN Report 2028 (for decision)
CFS Members will select the theme of the HLPE-FSN 2028 report based on a proposal prepared
by the CFS Bureau, in collaboration with the Advisory Group.

d) Strategic orientation in the context of the UNS8O Initiative (for discussion).
Following an overview presentation of the UNS8O Initiative, CFS stakeholders will express their
comments and views.

Following the session, a draft decision will be presented for discussion and endorsement by the
Plenary.

Background documents:

e (Critical, Emerging and Enduring Issues for Food Security and Nutrition — Draft Conclusions
e CFS MYPoW 2024-2027 Update of the Rolling Section — with Draft Decision
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e Theme of the HLPE-FSN Report 2028 — with Draft Decision

e Strategic orientation in the context of the UN8O Initiative — Draft Conclusions

e CFS Evaluation: Implementation of the Response to the Evaluation - Annex B: New MYPoW
structure and process

e C(Critical, Emerging and Enduring Issues for Food Security and Nutrition — A Note by the HLPE-
FSN

e CFS Annual Progress Report 2026

VI. PRESERVING, STRENGTHENING AND PROMOTING INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ FOOD AND
KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS AND TRADITIONAL PRACTICES FOR SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS (for
discussion)

Following the launch of the HLPE-FSN Report on Promoting Indigenous Peoples’ Food and Knowledge
Systems and Traditional Practices for Sustainable Food Systems in September 2026, this agenda item
will mark the beginning of the CFS policy convergence process on this thematic area. The objectives of
this session are to provide the CFS Plenary with an opportunity to discuss the relevant policy findings
of the HLPE-FSN report and give guidance on the issues to be addressed in the development of CFS
Policy Recommendations on this topic.

Session Rollout:
This agenda item will be divided into two parts:

a. HLPE-FSN report presentation: the Drafting Team Leader, Ms Kamaljit K. Sangha, will present
an overview of the main findings and recommendations of the HLPE-FSN Report, focusing on
the implications for the upcoming CFS policy convergence process.

b. Delegates’ discussion on the findings of the report. Delegates are encouraged to share their
views based on the following guiding questions:

[..]

Following the session, draft conclusions will be presented for discussion and endorsement by the
Plenary.

Background documents:

e Preserving, Strengthening and Promoting Indigenous Peoples’ Food and Knowledge Systems
and Traditional Practices for Sustainable Food Systems — Draft Conclusions

e HLPE-FSN Report 2026 on Preserving, Strengthening and Promoting Indigenous Peoples’ Food
and Knowledge Systems and Traditional Practices for Sustainable Food Systems

VIl. GLOBAL THEMATIC EVENT ON EMPOWERING FAMILY FARMERS (for information and
discussion)

In line with the CFS Multi-Year Programme of Work 2024-2027, the CFS 54 Plenary Session in October
2026 will host a Global Thematic Event (GTE) on Empowering Family Farmers to Strengthen
Sustainable Food Systems and to Achieve Food Security and Nutrition. The event will serve to monitor
progress and promote the use and application of four interconnected sets of CFS policy
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recommendations, namely:

Set 1: "How to increase food security and smallholder sensitive investments in agriculture"
(2011);

Set 2: "Investing in smallholder agriculture for food security and nutrition" (2013);
Set 3: “Connecting smallholders to markets" (2016); and,

Set 4: “Promoting Youth Engagement and Employment in Agriculture and Food Systems for
Food Security and Nutrition” (2022).

The event will draw on documented experiences and good practices from a broad range of
stakeholders in applying these CFS policy recommendations. This event will provide a platform for
multi-stakeholder dialogue, contributing to the monitoring of progress in implementing these CFS
policy products at national, regional, and global levels, and supporting the objectives of the 2019-2028
UN Decade of Family Farming.

Session Rollout:

a.

b.

Introductory remarks by Professor Anas Al-Nabulsi, CFS Chairperson;
Keynote speaker;

Moderated panel discussion to highlight experiences in the use and application of the four
interconnected CFS policy recommendations, with particular focus on the challenges
encountered, results achieved and good practices identified: Delegates are invited to interact
with members of the panel and share views based on the following guiding questions:

The four CFS products bring together different policy areas through their recommendations.
How have the four interconnected sets of CFS policy recommendations and/or the related
policy areas been integrated in your context to strengthen family farming and promote
sustainable food systems?

What are the main good practices as well as constraints and challenges in using these CFS
policy products? And what constraints and challenges hinder the empowerment of family
farmers?

What good practices and innovations can be shared for improving investments, market
linkages, and youth opportunities?

What would you recommend to scale up the implementation of these CFS policy products and
which mechanisms, including key actors, would be critical in this process?

At the end of the session, draft conclusions will be presented for discussion and endorsement by the
Plenary.

Background documents:

e Global Thematic Event on Empowering Family Farmers — Draft Conclusions

e Monitoring the Use and Application of CFS Policy Recommendations Dedicated to
Empowering Family Farmers — Secretariat’s analysis of the contributions received to
inform the Global Thematic Event

o HLPE-FSN Note on Empowering Family Farmers to Strengthen Sustainable Food Systems
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and to Achieve Food Security and Nutrition in the Context of the 2019-2028 UN Decade of
Family Farming
e How to Increase Food Security and Smallholder-Sensitive Investments in Agriculture (2011)
e Investing in Smallholder Agriculture for Food Security and Nutrition (2013)
e Connecting Smallholders to Markets (2016)

e Promoting Youth Engagement and Employment in Agriculture and Food Systems for Food
Security and Nutrition (2022)

VI. OTHER MATTERS (for decision)

During this item, an update on changes to the Bureau composition will be provided and arrangements
for the CFS 55 Plenary Session in October 2027 will be discussed. The CFS 54 Final Report, presented by
the Chairperson of the Drafting Committee, will also be adopted, with advance electronic copies
available on the early afternoon of Friday, 23 October 2026.

NOTE ON CFS 54 SIDE EVENTS AND OTHER INITIATIVES

CFS Members, Participants and all stakeholders participating in CFS 54 are invited to attend the side
events taking place during the CFS 54 Plenary week.

The primary purpose of CFS 54 Side Events is to enrich and complement the Plenary Session by aligning
with the MYPoW 2024-2027 and highlight relevant work and activities that can showcase, document
or propose the use and application of CFS policy products. Side Events are selected by the CFS
Chairperson with the support of the CFS Secretariat, among the applications received within the
deadline. The organizers are informed of the selection process, and the CFS Secretariat supports the
planning and scheduling as appropriate.

The allocated time slots for CFS 54 Side Events are:

From Tuesday, 20 October — to Thursday, 22 October 2026:
- 08.30-09.45

- 13.30-14.45

On Friday, 23 October 2026:

- 13.30-14.45

Please note that the number and timing of slots are indicated in the official side events schedule
published on the CFS 54 website.

CFS 54 will also host an exhibition in the FAO atrium to raise awareness of CFS and facilitate
networking and interactions among CFS Members, Participants and other stakeholders.
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ANNEX 1

SATELLITE SESSION ON EMPOWERING WOMEN FARMERS FOR FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION:
WORKING TOGETHER TO ADVANCE INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS

Monday, 19 October, 13:00-14:30 (Rome time)

Background

Advancing women’s and girls’ empowerment is essential to achieving the Committee on World Food
Security (CFS) vision of ending hunger and ensuring food security and nutrition for all.

Evidence consistently shows that when women have equal access to productive resources, services,
opportunities and decision-making in agriculture and food systems, outcomes improve: food security
and nutrition are strengthened, economies grow and communities become more resilient. Yet, women'’s
participation in agriculture and food systems continue to face persistent structural barriers. These
include unequal access to land, credit, technology, extension services, and markets, as well as social
norms that limit their participation and decision-making power.

The CFS Voluntary Guidelines on Gender Equality and Women’s and Girls’ Empowerment in the
Context of Food Security and Nutrition (VG-GEWGE) provide a globally agreed framework to support
governments and stakeholders in promoting integrating equal opportunities and women’s and girls’
empowerment into food security and nutrition strategies, policies and programmes, fostering greater
policy coherence across sectors and supporting mutually reinforcing policy measures. The guidelines call
for eliminating discrimination against women, recognizing and valuing their paid and unpaid
contributions to food security and nutrition, and ensuring women and girls can meaningfully participate
in decision-making processes. By offering a set of cross-cutting and thematic and sectoral
recommendations around nine focus areas, they serve as an adaptable tool to translate global
commitments into concrete actions at local, national and regional levels.

The designation of 2026 as the International Year of the Woman Farmer (IYWF) underscores the vital
role of women in agriculture, food systems, and rural development, while drawing global attention to
the barriers they continue to face. This global recognition offers a unique opportunity to raise awareness
of the challenges and achievements of women farmers, strengthen advocacy for gender-responsive
policies, showcase innovations and promote investments that support women’s empowerment in
agriculture and food systems and advance the implementation of the guidelines more broadly. In this
context, the VG-GEWGE provide a normative foundation for the IYWF’s advocacy efforts, grounding its
messages in concrete policy actions, promoting more inclusive and sustainable food systems, and
contributing to the realization of the right to food for all.

While important progress has been made in developing normative guidance, efforts to operationalize
these commitments often remain fragmented or insufficiently aligned across policy, financing and
implementation domains. Furthermore, increasing geopolitical pressures, competing priorities and
constraints on public resources have made the implementation of gender-responsive policies more
challenging.
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In this context, advancing women’s empowerment in agriculture and food systems requires stronger
alignment among actors playing complementary roles across policy development, financing, technical
support, innovation and community engagement. It also calls for making more effective use of existing
policies and frameworks, including other relevant CFS policy products, as well as ongoing programmes
and partnerships, with a view to strengthening synergies and coherence across these efforts.

Building on its inclusive mandate, the CFS can facilitate dialogue and encourage cooperation among its
Members and stakeholders, while strengthening connections with partners engaged in financing,
innovation and programme implementation.

This satellite session is therefore designed not as a thematic discussion or a review of uptake, but as a
forward-looking and catalytic space that leverages the momentum of the IYWF to bring together actors
with complementary roles, using the VG-GEWGE as a shared reference point to support alignment,
collaboration and practical pathways for implementation.

Objectives and Expected outcomes
This session is expected to:

* Elevate political leadership to support the empowerment of women and girls in agriculture and
food systems including by advancing their equal access to resources, services, opportunities and
decision-making, and by highlighting their essential contributions to food security, nutrition and
sustainable development.

* Promote the VG-GEWGE as a shared policy reference and a practical framework to support inclusive
policies and the empowerment of women and girls, including by strengthening legal and policy
frameworks, institutional arrangements, and national plans and programmes.

* Explore how the VG-GEWGE and other relevant CFS policy products can be leveraged in a
complementary and mutually reinforcing manner, and how Members and stakeholders can
contribute, through their respective roles, to strengthening policy coherence across women’s and
girls’ empowerment, and food security and nutrition agendas.

* Foster dialogue among CFS Members and stakeholders on how to strengthen collaboration across
policy, financing, innovation and programme implementation domains, including by identifying
concrete opportunities for synergies and coordinated approaches, and by exploring how existing
initiatives, partnerships and financing instruments can be better leveraged to support the
dissemination and uptake of the VG-GEWGE.

Although this session is not part of the official agenda of the CFS 54th Plenary Session, a Rapporteur’s
summary will be presented at the Plenary along with a brief text proposal for possible inclusion in the
CFS 54 Final Report.



