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OPTIONS FOR THE FINALIZATION OF THE CFS POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS ON 
BUILDING RESILIENT FOOD SYSTEMS 

 

I. Background 

Following the consultations of the Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG) held in December 2025 and 
March 2026, the publication of the Zero Draft and First Draft of the CFS Policy Recommendations on 
Building Resilient Food Systems, and two rounds of negotiations held in June and July 2026, discussions 
on the final draft of the Policy Recommendations remain ongoing. 

Consensus-building lies at the core of the CFS policy convergence process. It requires sustained dialogue, 
mutual understanding and a willingness to bridge diverse perspectives. The negotiations held to date 
have contributed significantly to advancing this process and have established a solid basis for continued 
engagement toward consensus. 

In light of the current status of negotiations, the following options are presented for consideration by 
the CFS Bureau and Advisory Group, and for decision by the CFS Bureau, with a view to determining the 
way forward. 

OPTION 1 – FINALIZATION BY CFS 54 (October 2026) 

This option would entail: 
• Convening Friends of the Rapporteur meetings in September 2026; 
• Holding additional negotiation sessions in late September/early October 2026; 
• Submitting an advance English version of the final draft of the CFS Policy Recommendations on 

Building Resilient Food Systems for endorsement at CFS 54. 

Opportunities 
• Alignment with the current CFS Multi-Year Programme of Work (MYPoW) 2024-2027, with no 

implications for the overall work planning; 
• Preservation of the current CFS 54 Agenda and Timetable . 

Challenges 
• Friends of the Rapporteur meetings would be conducted in English only; 
• Limited time to identify suitable meeting dates within the Rome-based Agencies (RBAs) calendar 

while avoiding overlap with other official meetings during September 2026; 
• Limited time to mobilize the resources required to support the additional negotiation meetings 

with interpretation in all official UN languages; 
• A compressed timeline for the finalization and translation of the document in advance of CFS 54 

(translation into all official UN languages typically requires two or three weeks). 
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OPTION 2 – FINALIZATION BY CFS 55 (October 2027) 

This option would entail: 
• Preparing an updated workplan, including additional negotiation sessions during the 2026–2027 

intersessional period; 
• Submitting the final draft of the CFS Policy Recommendations on Building Resilient Food Systems 

in all official UN languages for endorsement at CFS 55 (2027). 

Opportunities 
• Additional time for Members to consult with capitals and regional groups; 
• Additional time for continued consultations and consensus-building among Members and 

Participants; 
• Additional time to identify suitable dates within the RBAs calendar, while avoiding overlaps with 

other official RBAs meetings; 
• Additional time for resource mobilization (an estimated amount of USD 100,000 is required for 

one week of negotiations with simultaneous interpretation in all official UN languages); 
• Sufficient time for the translation and circulation of the final draft in all official UN languages 

prior to its endorsement at CFS 55.  

Challenges 
• Adjustments to the CFS 54 Agenda, Timetable and Guide to the Preparation of the CFS 54 Final 

Report would be required. In this regard, two alternatives could be considered: 

a) Retain Building Resilient Food Systems as Agenda Item III. The discussion would result in 
draft conclusions (type B) reflecting progress achieved and the agreed way forward, which 
would subsequently be reflected in the Update of the Rolling Section of the CFS MYPoW 
2024-2027 (Agenda Item V(b)). 

b) Include the discussion on Building Resilient Food Systems as an additional sub-item under 
Agenda Item V, Strategic Direction beyond 2030, as it requires changes in the activities 
scheduled in the current MYPoW for 2027-2028. 

• In addition, finalizing the Policy Recommendations by CFS 55 would require adjustments to the 
current CFS Multi-Year Programme of Work (MYPoW) 2024-2027, particularly with regard to the 
timing of the policy convergence process on Preserving, strengthening and promoting Indigenous 
Peoples’ food and knowledge systems and traditional practices for sustainable food systems 
(currently scheduled for 2026–2027) and the policy convergence process on Sustainable fisheries 
and aquaculture for food security and nutrition (currently scheduled for 2027–2028). 
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