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Summary

The four selected sets of CFS policy recommendations, endorsed by the Committee on World
Food Security (CFS), provide a comprehensive and interconnected framework to support and
empower family farmers and, in line with the CFS vision, advance food security and nutrition.

In response to the call for inputs on the use and application of the four sets of CFS policy
recommendations, a total of 79 contributions was received. Of these, 57 documented
individual experiences: 43 were at national level, seven at regional level and seven
contributions at global level were submitted. Eleven (11) contributions documented the
results of multistakeholder events organized to discuss or disseminate the CFS policy
recommendations or themes aligned with them.

The contributions highlight several good practices that supported the effective use and
application of the recommendations. In particular, inclusive multistakeholder collaboration
and partnerships were identified as key to enhancing coordination, policy coherence, and
joint action across sectors and levels. Empowerment of family farmers, including women and
youth, through awareness-raising and capacity development, was also highlighted as
essential to enable their meaningful participation in decision-making processes.
Furthermore, access to adequate, stable, and predictable financial resources emerged as a
critical factor for enabling family farmers to plan, invest, and adopt sustainable practices,
while supporting the implementation of the recommendations.

Several contributions also emphasized the importance of a favourable policy environment,
including strong political commitment and alignment with national and regional priorities and
strategies to address hunger and malnutrition at all levels.

The report is based on voluntary contributions that document experiences in using the four
interconnected CFS policy recommendations. While it does not establish baselines for future
monitoring, it provides a reference overview of current practices, planned actions, and
stakeholder engagement across different contexts. It contributes to the CFS mandate of
promoting accountability, shared learning, and the dissemination of good practices to
advance food security and nutrition.
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Il. Background

Context and Rationale

6. In line with the Multi-Year Programme of Work (MYPoW) 2024-2027, and in the context of the
CFS workstream on “Strengthening responsible investment and financing for food security
and nutrition”, the Committee decided to hold a Global Thematic Event (GTE) in Plenary
during CFS 54 in October 2026, titled: Empowering family farmers to strengthen sustainable
food systems and to achieve food security and nutrition.

7. Under the overall objectives of strengthening enabling conditions for family farmers, elevating
global awareness of the importance of investing in family farming, and contributing to the
United Nations Decade of Family Farming' (UNDFF), the event will monitor the use and
application of the following four interconnected sets of CFS policy recommendations: Set
1: How to Increase Food Security and Smallholder-Sensitive Investments in
Agriculture (2011); Set 2: Investing in Smallholder Agriculture for Food Security and
Nutrition (2013); Set 3: Connecting Smallholders to Markets (2016); Set 4: Promoting Youth
Engagement and Employment in Agriculture and Food Systems for Food Security and
Nutrition (2022).

8. Family farmers - including peasants, pastoralists, fishers, forest users, and other groups of
food producers, as defined in the UNDFF Global Action Plan - play a pivotal role in advancing
food security and nutrition and in shaping more inclusive, resilient and sustainable agrifood
systems. They contribute significantly not only to food production, but also to rural
employment, local economies, biodiversity conservation and the sustainable management of
natural resources. Unlocking their full potential requires coherent public policies, adequate
investment and enabling legal, institutional and financial frameworks that strengthen their
agency and participation in decision-making processes.

9. In this context, the CFS provides a global platform for policy convergence on food security
and nutrition through its inclusive and multistakeholder approach. It contributes to promoting
policy coherence, enabling environments and reducing fragmentation in global food
governance. Additionally, this GTE contributes to the United Nations Decade of Family

"The UN Decade of Family Farming 2019 - 2028 (UNDFF), whose joint secretariat is made up of FAO and
IFAD, provides a framework to develop, improve and implement public policies and investments in support
of family farming and focuses on enhancing country-level enabling policy architecture that strengthens
coordination, multi-actor engagement and implementation capacity. It has been widely recognized as a
useful mechanism for the uptake of global instruments at the national level and for exploring pathways to
mainstream global policy instruments, guides and recommendations relevant to family farming into national
legislative and policy interventions.


https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/20dfa1dd-7072-45ed-812d-6587080d34b3/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/20dfa1dd-7072-45ed-812d-6587080d34b3/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/48ac9adb-f75f-4797-b2de-970c949176c8/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/48ac9adb-f75f-4797-b2de-970c949176c8/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/54ec3a0a-656f-4a71-b30b-b749cb925784/content
https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/cfs/policy-products/2022_Youth_EN.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/cfs/policy-products/2022_Youth_EN.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/cfs/policy-products/2022_Youth_EN.pdf
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Farming (2019-2028) which provides a framework for countries to develop public policies and
investments to support family farming and contribute to the achievement of the United
Nations’ (UN) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), addressing family farming from a
holistic perspective for rural poverty eradication in all its forms and dimensions that
facilitates the use and application of these CFS policy recommendations at national, regional
and global levels while promoting the development of national policies, action plans and
institutional coordination mechanisms in support of family farmers.

The Global Thematic Event Process

10.

11.

12.

13.

At its 44th Session in 2017, the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) decided to hold a
Global Thematic Event (GTE) in Plenary every two years to review the use and application of its
main policy products. The first GTE on “smallholders” was held at CFS 46 in 2019, and it
focused on the use and application of three selected CFS policy recommendations.
Additionally, the Multi-Year Programme of Work (MYPoW) 2024-2027 envisages a GTE on
empowering family farmers during CFS 54 in October 2026 taking stock of the use and
application of four selected CFS policy recommendations.

The objectives of the GTE are included in their Terms of References?(TORs) endorsed by the
Committee in 2016 which recommend that the organization of these events are country-
owned, participative and inclusive (involving the full range of stakeholders concerned with
food security and nutrition, in particular food insecure and vulnerable communities). They
promote collaboration with existing CFS-like platforms and coordination mechanisms and
joint reporting of the results of events in consultation with all groups of stakeholders
participating in these events. The recommended approach is consistent with the Principles
defined in the Global Strategic Framework for Food Security and Nutrition (GSF).

The TORs clarify that practices should be consistent with the values promoted by CFS, as
applicable, including: inclusiveness and participation; evidence-based analysis;
environmental, economic and social sustainability; gender equality; focus on the most
vulnerable and marginalized people and groups; multi-sectoral approach; and

resilience of livelihoods.

This report summarizes the inputs received through a call for inputs issued from 15 December
2025 to 15th April 2026 highlighting cross-cutting patterns identified across all submissions
presented by CFS stakeholders. It will be made available to all CFS stakeholders ahead of the
GTE during CFS 54. It outlines experiences in using and applying the four sets of CFS policy

2 More information available at: CFS 2016/43/7


https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/cfs/Docs2021/GSF/NF445_CFS_GSF_2021_Clean_en.pdf
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/f26e3e65-b6b0-46eb-8d94-afa43a1901d5/content
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recommendations, including key catalysts, constraints and challenges, results obtained, and
good practices to be shared with CFS stakeholders, as well as anticipating their future use,
where feasible.

lll.  Contributions documenting experiences in the use and application of
four sets of CFS policy recommendations

a) Overview of the inputs received

14. Atotal of 79 contributions were received in response to the call for inputs. Sixty-eight (68) of
the contributions provided relevant and complete information (submitted using the requested
template) and were used to compile the analysis presented in this report. Eleven (11) of them
documented the results of multistakeholder events organized to discuss the use and
application of the selected CFS policy recommendations on family farmers. These events are
summarized in Chapter IV and the list of all contributions received is provided in Annex 1.

15. Ofthe 68 contributions, 57 documented individual experiences on the use and application of
the four sets of CFS policy recommendations (43 at national level, 7 at regional level and 7
contributions were submitted at global level). A compilation of all contributions received is
available on the CFS website in their original language.

16. The mostrepresented region in the national experiences was Latin America and the
Caribbean with 24 contributions, followed by Europe with 9 contributions, Africa with 8
contributions, and Asia and the Pacific as well as the Near East with one contribution each.

17. Ofthe 57 contributions that documented individual experiences, 24 contributions were
received from government, 23 from UN organizations, 6 from civil society/ NGOs, and one
from the private sector. Additionally, a total of 3 contributions were jointly submitted by more
than one constituency, specifically: one contribution was jointly submitted by a government,
a civil society/ NGO and academia; one by government and civil society/ NGO; and another
contribution by a UN Organization and civil society/ NGO.

b) Recommendations most frequently mentioned in the contributions

18. The contributions confirmed that all four sets of CFS policy recommendations under review
are relevant for strengthening the empowerment of family farmers, improving food security
and nutrition, and contributing to the progressive realization of the right to adequate food.

19. More specifically, the policy recommendations on Investing in Smallholder Agriculture for
Food Security and Nutrition (2013), and on Connecting Smallholders to Markets (2016), were
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each reported as being used in 36 contributions. The policy recommendations on Promoting
Youth Engagement and Employment in Agriculture and Food Systems for Food Security and
Nutrition (2022), were referenced in 26 contributions, while the policy recommendations on
How to Increase Food Security and Smallholder-Sensitive Investments in Agriculture (2011),
were reported in 25 contributions. It is important to note that most contributions mentioned
the use of more than one set of CFS policy recommendations.

c) Reported results — how the CFS policy recommendations were used

20. The experiences documented in the contributions indicate that stakeholders have worked to
implement CFS policy recommendations, particularly in the context of government-led
policies and UN-supported programmes, and reported initiatives that are closely aligned with,
or consistent with, the objectives and guidance contained in the CFS policy
recommendations. Overall, the specific CFS policy recommendations under review were
applied in a variety of complementary ways:

e Awareness raising: A series of awareness-raising activities were implemented, including
small to large-scale events and information dissemination initiatives such as communication
campaigns, workshops, seminars, technical group discussions, consultations, panel debates,
or online dialogues.

Example: a global partnership hosted by FAO, the Forest and Farm Facility (FFF), supported
awareness-raising and capacity-building activities aligned with the CFS policy
recommendations on Investing in Smallholder Agriculture for Food Security and Nutrition in 15
countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Through workshops, multi-stakeholder platforms
and outreach activities, thousands of forest and farm producers were engaged, with a strong
participation of women (40-50 percent) and youth, contributing to increased awareness,
improved organizational and technical capacities, and stronger engagement in sustainable
agriculture and food systems.

Example: In Georgia, a range of awareness-raising initiatives, with FAO technical support,
promoting the CFS Policy Recommendations on Promoting Youth Engagement and
Employment in Agriculture and Food Systems were conducted. These activities, including
workshops and innovation-oriented events, aimed to strengthen youth empowerment and
participation in sustainable agriculture. A total of 51 youth-focused discussions and dedicated
awareness-raising workshops were conducted, alongside the establishment of a Core Group
of the Youth Network for Agriculture and Rural Development. These efforts contributed to
increased awareness, skills development and the active engagement of youth in agrifood
systems.
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Capacity development: Capacity development activities were widely reported, targeting
family farmers, youth, women, technicians and producer organizations, and focusing on
sustainable production practices, entrepreneurship, and strengthening technical,
organizational and governance skills.

Example: In Venezuela, national initiatives supported by government and scientific institutions
promoted capacity development activities, implemented through the “Scientific-Peasant
Alliance” (Alianza Cientifico-Campesina, ACC). Its core principles - linking scientific and
ancestral knowledge, strengthening family farming, promoting agroecological diversification,
and supporting territorial socio-productive networks — closely reflect the guidance provided in
all four CFS policy recommendations under review. These activities, including technical
assistance and farmer-to-farmer trainings, supported the establishment of over 150 seed
producer groups focused on native seeds, the implementation of locally adapted production
systems, the engagement of thousands of family farmers in decision-making processes, while
contributing to increased productive autonomy, reduced dependence on external inputs, and
strengthened resilience of food systems.

Example: In Mali, capacity development initiatives implemented through the Nyéléni
International Training Centre for Peasant Agroecology (CIFAN), promoted by the National
Coordination of Farmers’ Organizations (CNOP-Mali), focused on youth training, in alignment
with CFS policy recommendations on Promoting Youth Engagement and Employment in
Agriculture and Food Systems for Food Security and Nutrition, in agroecology using
farmer-to-farmer and participatory learning approaches. The programme strengthened the
technical and organizational capacities of family farmers, particularly youth. By 2025, 2,671
farmer facilitators had been trained (more than 70 percent of them were youth) and these
beneficiaries subsequently trained approximately more than 30,000 additional producers
across six regions. The initiative contributed to the dissemination of agroecological practices,
strengthened local knowledge systems, and improved the resilience and livelihoods of family
farmers.

Development/assessment of projects, national strategies, plans of action or policy
framework: Many projects, programmes, national strategies, plans of actions, and legislative
and policy frameworks were influenced by, or alighed with, the CFS policy recommendations.
They built on public policies to strengthen family farming, thereby contributing to food security
and nutrition.

Example: In South Africa, the Government used all four CFS policy recommendations under
review to inform the development and implementation of national policy frameworks and
action plans, including the National Food and Nutrition Security Policy (2013), the National
Food and Nutrition Security Plan (2018-2023), and the National Food Systems Transformation
Pathways. These frameworks integrated family farmers into food systems transformation
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through coordinated investments, market access measures, and inclusive programmes,
particularly targeting women and youth. This contributed to greater policy coherence across
agriculture, nutrition and social protection sectors and to more inclusive national strategies for
food security and nutrition.

Example: In North Macedonia, interventions with FAO technical support contributed to the
development of a comprehensive national policy and investment framework - alighed with all
four CFS policy recommendations under review - including the National Land Consolidation
Strategy 2025-2035 and its Action Plan, and the establishment of a National Land
Consolidation Programme. These initiatives combine land consolidation, agricultural
infrastructure investments, and digital agriculture tools (such as Cost of Production systems)
to improve farm structure, land use efficiency, and evidence-based policy-making. Through
participatory approaches, they also strengthened institutional capacities and enabled
coordinated investments, contributing to improved productivity, market integration, and
resilience of family farming systems.

Investments: a number of experiences documented investments by governments,
international institutions, private sector or NGOs in favour of family farmers, including youth
and women, with the overall objective of training them to increase their technical capacities as
well as improving their income, creating jobs, improving livelihoods, thus contributing to the
development of rural areas.

Example: In Jordan, the Small Ruminants Investment and Graduating Households in Transition
(SIGHT) programme implemented investments alighed with the CFS policy recommendations
on Investing in Smallholder Agriculture for Food Security and Nutrition, focusing on livestock
productivity, rural finance, and value-chain support. The initiative combined grants, loans,
training and mentoring to strengthen smallholder livelihoods and support microenterprise
development, particularly for women and youth. Between 2017 and 2025, the programme
supported 820 beneficiaries, facilitated the creation of more than 2,000 microbusinesses

(54 percent women-led), and disbursed USD 3.5 million in loans to 585 borrowers, contributing
to improved income generation, enhanced productivity, and strengthened integration of family
farmers into local agrifood systems.

Example: In the Dominican Republic, the government worked to improve the conditions of
family farmers, aligned with CFS policy recommendations on Investing in Smallholder
Agriculture for Food Security and Nutrition and on Connecting Smallholders to Markets, by
formalizing the Consultative Council on Family Farming and through the implementation of the
Family Farming Registry (RAF) which provides a basis for public investment and has been
operational since 2016. Through this system, a georeferenced database covering over 100,000
family farmers was established, facilitating their accreditation and access to public
procurement, credit, technical assistance and differentiated agricultural services. These
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efforts contributed to more coordinated and evidence-based investment planning, improved
production planning based on territorial potential, strengthened market access, and increased
incomes and living conditions of family farmers.

Formulation and implementation of specific national and regional strategies: Several
contributions reported the formulation and implementation of national and regional strategies
and action plans to support family farming, strengthen access to markets, and contribute to
food security and nutrition, consistent with the objectives of the CFS Policy
Recommendations.

Example: in Peru, the AGRO RURAL programme “Mercados de la Chacra a la Olla” represents a
national strategy consistent with the CFS Policy Recommendations on Connecting
Smallholders to Markets. It promotes inclusive market linkages, short food supply chains, and
productive and entrepreneurial capacity development for family farmers. Developed through
coordination among key stakeholders, including local governments, the programme has been
implemented nationwide since 2016 to strengthen the competitiveness of family farming and
support inclusive and sustainable food systems. Over 4,000 itinerant markets have been
implemented, benefiting 5.7 million consumers, strengthening commercialization
mechanisms for more than 20,000 small-scale producers, and increasing rural incomes by 15—
25 percent, among other results. The programme contributes to more resilient food systems,
greater inclusion of family farmers, and improved food security and nutrition.

Example: In Brazil, the First National Food Supply Plan represents a key national strategy
related to the CFS policy recommendations on Investing in Smallholder Agriculture for Food
Security and Nutrition. It aims to establish a more efficient, sustainable, and structured food
supply system, with a focus on vulnerable populations and the strengthening of family farming.
Developed through a highly participatory and multi-stakeholder process involving government
institutions, civil society organizations, and academia, the Plan integrates 146 strategic
actions across thematic areas, including sustainable production, food distribution, fair pricing,
and access to land and resources. It promotes a more coordinated, transparent, and
territorially grounded food supply system. Initial results include support to over 1,400 families
through local production initiatives, 183 rural women’s organizations, and expanded access to
land for more than 20,000 families, contributing to enhanced coordination, increased access
to food, and strengthened food security and nutrition outcomes.

d) Relevance of the experiences in the use of these policy recommendations to the United
Nations (UN) Decade of Family Farming
Based on the contributions received, stakeholders consistently highlighted that the

experiences reported — whether explicitly using or closely aligned with the CFS policy
recommendations — are directly relevant to the objectives and priorities of the UN Decade of
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Family Farming 2019-2028 (UNDFF). Across regions, the submissions demonstrate how the
CFS policy recommendations have been used to translate UNDFF priorities into concrete
actions, while the UNDFF has also provided an important framework to promote and
implement the CFS policy recommendations at all levels.

22. Acrossregions, the contributions reflected the seven pillars of the UNDFF. Many experiences
focused on strengthening enabling policy environments for family farming through national
strategies, institutional coordination and inclusive governance mechanisms. Others
emphasized youth engagement, generational renewal and women’s empowerment
through training, access to finance, entrepreneurship and leadership opportunities. Several
submissions highlighted investments in family farmers’ organizations, cooperatives and
participatory platforms, alongside actions to improve market access, livelihoods, resilience
and social inclusion.

23. Environmental sustainability and climate resilience were also widely reflected through
initiatives promoting sustainable agricultural practices, agroecology, biodiversity
conservation and resilient food systems. In parallel, many experiences demonstrated the
multifunctional role of family farming by integrating innovation, traditional knowledge,
territorial approaches and local food systems.

24. Overall, stakeholders stressed that the CFS policy recommendations and the UNDFF can
mutually reinforce each other by supporting coordinated, inclusive and food-systems-based
approaches that strengthen the role of family farmers in achieving food security, nutrition and
sustainable rural development. Several submissions also highlighted that the UNDFF
provides an important platform to raise awareness of the CFS policy recommendations,
promote the dissemination and scaling up of good practices through UNDFF National
Committees on Family Farming, and strengthen synergies with other global frameworks,
including the UN Decade of Action on Nutrition, through the promotion of nutritious,
sustainable and healthy diets based on family farming.

e) Reported key constraints and challenges to uptake and/or use of the CFS policy
recommendations

25. The contributions received highlight a range of constraints and challenges that limited the
uptake, adaptation or effective use of the CFS policy recommendations. These challenges
were primarily related to enabling conditions, institutional and financial capacities,
awareness of the policy guidance, and external shocks, which affected the ability of
stakeholders to apply the recommendations in practice. In particular:
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o Limited awareness of the CFS policy recommendations: low levels of awareness of the
CFS policy recommendations, particularly at sub-national and local levels, constrained
their use in policy design, programming and implementation. In some cases, stakeholders
noted that initiatives were aligned with the recommendations’ objectives without being
explicitly informed by the CFS guidance.

o Insufficient institutional capacity and coordination mechanisms: Weak institutional
capacity, unclear mandates, limited interministerial coordination, and burdensome
administrative procedures as well as fragmentation across sectors (agriculture, nutrition,
environment, social protection) hindered policy coherence, continuity and application.

o Limited and unpredictable financial resources: A recurrent challenge across
contributions was the lack of adequate and accessible financing to support the
implementation and scaling-up of initiatives, programmes and plan of actions.

o Limited inclusion of women and youth in decision-making: weak institutionalized
inclusion mechanisms and barriers to accessing land, finance, services, including
decision-making spaces reduced the ability to implement the recommendations in an
inclusive manner.

o Extreme climate events and external shocks: Climate-related shocks, environmental
degradation and other external stresses were widely reported as constraints that diverted
resources and reduced the capacity to implement longer-term policy actions.

e Limited access to data, infrastructure and technologies: gaps in rural infrastructure,
digital tools and reliable data systems constrained effective planning, monitoring and
implementation.

f) Highlights on some Good Practices and key catalyst for successful adoptions and/or
adaptation

26. The contributions received highlighted several good practices and key catalysts that
supported the effective use and application of the CFS policy recommendations across
different contexts. These include, but are not limited to:

o Empowerment of all stakeholders: A central good practice is the empowerment of family
farmers, particularly women and youth, through targeted investment and prioritization of
awareness-raising, and capacity development activities, enabling them to actively
engage in the application of the CFS policy recommendations within national and regional
policies and programmes, as well as in decision-making processes, strengthening
ownership and long-term sustainability.

e Political commitment and policy ownership: Strong leadership and commitment from
national authorities were frequently cited as critical to translating the CFS policy
recommendations into concrete policies, programmes and investments, particularly where
linked to broader development and food security and nutrition objectives.
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o Strengthening multi-stakeholder collaboration and dialogue: effective implementation
has been supported by inclusive and participatory platforms that bring together
governments, civil society organizations, the private sector, UN agencies, and local
communities. These mechanisms, including strategic partnerships with key actors was
identified as instrumental in translating policy guidance into operational actions, and to
enhance coordination, policy coherence, and joint action across sectors and levels.

e Capacity development and technical assistance: Technical assistance and sustained
capacity development were highlighted as key factors for the effective uptake of the CFS
policy recommendations. Contributions emphasized the importance of policy guidance,
institutional strengthening, access to knowledge and good practices, as well as training,
advisory services and capacity building skills for family farmers, women, youth, producer
organizations and local institutions to support inclusive and sustained implementation.

e Provision of predictable and sustained financial resources: Ensuring access to
adequate, stable, and long-term funding mechanisms emerged as a critical good practice.
Predictable financing—through public investments, programmes, and tailored financial
instruments—enables family farmers to plan, invest, and adopt sustainable practices,
while supporting the continuity and scaling-up of interventions aligned with the CFS policy
recommendations.

¢ Inclusive and participatory approaches: Many experiences emphasized the importance
of engaging family farmers, women, youth, Indigenous Peoples, civil society organizations,
academia and local authorities throughout policy formulation, implementation and
assessment processes, enhancing ownership and relevance.

o Alignment with national priorities and policy frameworks: Integrating the CFS policy
recommendations into existing national strategies, action plans and sectoral policies was
reported as a good practice to strengthen coherence, facilitate institutional implementation
and ensure sustainability beyond project cycles.

e Context-specific and culturally grounded adaptation: Successful experiences
demonstrated the value of adapting the CFS policy recommendations to local
socio-economic, environmental, cultural and territorial realities, including the use of local
knowledge and cultural expressions, while preserving their core principles and objectives.

o Evidence-based policy dialogue: The generation and use of data, analytical work and
documented experiences helped inform policy dialogue, demonstrate feasibility and
support advocacy for scaling-up actions aligned with the CFS policy recommendations.

g) Further use of the CFS policy recommendations

27. The contributions highlight a strong and consistent intention among stakeholders to continue
and expand the use of the CFS policy recommendations, particularly by scaling up existing
initiatives and replicating successful approaches in new contexts. Several experiences—such
as institutional procurement schemes, farmer training systems, agroecological practices, and



28.

29.

30.
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value chain development programmes—are being extended to additional regions or adapted
in other countries. In parallel, stakeholders emphasized the importance of capitalizing and
documenting experiences to support learning, inform future interventions, and contribute to
global knowledge and policy processes.

A significant number of experiences indicated plans to institutionalize the CFS policy
recommendations within national policies, strategies, and programmes, ensuring their
sustained application beyond project cycles. Additionally, stakeholders stressed their
continued use as a tool for advocacy and policy dialogue, particularly to promote farmer-
centered and inclusive approaches. Capacity-building, strengthening of producer
organizations, and multi-stakeholder coordination mechanisms were identified as key
enablers for maintaining and deepening the application of the policy recommendations.

Looking ahead, stakeholders reaffirmed the intention of further using the CFS policy
recommendations to expand public programmes and actions to improve market access, and
address emerging priorities, including youth employment, agroecology, and climate
resilience, while strengthening monitoring and evaluation systems, supporting innovation,
and fostering partnerships at national, regional, and global levels. Overall, the contributions
reflect a shared commitment to using the CFS policy recommendations as a long-term and
adaptable framework for food systems transformation and the empowerment of family
farmers.

IV.  Summary of stakeholder contributions on events organized to discuss

and/or disseminate the four sets of CFS policy recommendations under
review

Eleven contributions were received to document multistakeholder events organized to
discuss and/or disseminate the four sets of CFS policy recommendations on empowering
family farmers for food security and nutrition. The list of contributions is provided in Annex 1.
The events differed in terms of geographic coverage (three at national level, one at regional
level and seven at global level), scope and participation, ranging from national-level events to
regional, interregional and global dialogues. All events were attended by multiple food
security and nutrition stakeholders, including governments, farmers’ organizations, civil
society organizations, academia, UN organizations and, in some cases, private-sector actors.
The events are briefly presented below.

Ev1. National level - Paraguay, “Experience in the production of organic yerba mate with a
collective brand, entry into local markets and exports”
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A civil society organization in Paraguay, supported through state grants financing productive
projects, presented its experience in the production of an organic product in rural communities of
northeastern Itapua. Family farmers engaged in the production and commercialization of an
organic product under a collective brand, focusing on access to local and international markets.
The project has been supported by state grants financing productive projects, including technical
investments and equipment, contributing to the growth of agroecological production and direct
benefits for members and rural communities. The project originated within family farming and has
evolved into a source of local economic opportunities and rural development. The event
emphasized the value of sharing this experience to inspire other organizations to plan and develop
agroecological initiatives in support of sustainable agriculture.

Ev2. National level - Tiirkiye, “Family farming in Tiirkiye — A perspective for the future”

Between April and July 2023, the Government of Turkiye, with the support of UN organizations,
organized a series of local workshops, followed by a National Workshop in Ankara, to assess the
situation and future perspectives of family farming in the country. The process brought together
government institutions, UN organizations, academia, private-sector actors, farmers and
Indigenous organizations. Using a participatory approach, discussions focused on demographic
and social dynamics, environmental sustainability, production and marketing infrastructure, and
economic and financial conditions. Key challenges identified included the aging agricultural
population, youth migration, high input costs, land fragmentation due to inheritance, and weak
producer organizations. The findings were used to inform the “Ten Years of Family Farming: 2019-
2028 Turkiye Action Plan” and to support alignment of national agricultural policies with the UN
Decade of Family Farming Global Action Plan.

Ev3. National level - Venezuela, “10th Anniversary of the Scientific—-Peasant Alliance:
exchange of experiences to strengthen family farming and food sovereignty”

The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, together with civil society organizations,
academia, farmers and Indigenous organizations, organized a national event in Mérida to mark the
10th anniversary of the Scientific-Peasant Alliance. This event served as a platform for exchange
among key stakeholders on the importance of strengthening family farming and food sovereignty
through territorial and community-based approaches, including the active participation of women
and youth in agriculture and food systemes, in line with the four selected CFS policy
recommendations. The event also identified challenges related to access to inputs and finance,
logistics and market constraints, and the need to scale territorial experiences. It contributed to
consolidating a forward-looking action agenda aimed at expanding the Scientific—-Peasant Alliance
to new territories, strengthening peasant seed systems, deepening technical training with gender
and youth inclusion, and reinforcing participatory territorial food planning alighed with public
policies.
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Ev4. Regional level - Europe and Central Asia, “Regional Rural Youth Forum for Europe and
Central Asia”

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) organized the second edition of
the Regional Rural Youth Forum for Europe and Central Asia in Budapest, bringing together youth
representatives, governments, UN organizations, civil society organizations, academia and
private-sector actors from across the region. The Forum served as an information and
knowledge-exchange platform to foster international cooperation and networking, and to support
the development of meaningful and productive partnerships between youth and other agrifood
systems stakeholders, in line with the CFS policy recommendations on Promoting Youth
Engagement and Employment in Agriculture and Food Systems. An interactive conference format
facilitated inter-generational and intra-generational exchange among participants. Building on the
first edition held in November 2023, the second Forum strengthened regional dialogue on youth
engagement in agriculture and rural development. A third edition of the Forum is planned for 2027.

Ev5. Global level - “16th International LANDNET Workshop”

The 16th International LANDNET Workshop, held in Budapest from 28-30 May 2025, convened
experts from over 30 countries across the Europe and Central Asia region, as well as participants
from China, Ethiopia, Morocco and Thailand. Organized by FAO, the workshop provided a global
platform for knowledge exchange on land consolidation and land banking as key land
administration and rural development tools. Discussions were grounded in the Voluntary
Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure (VGGT) and highlighted how land
consolidation can address structural constraints such as land fragmentation, while improving
smallholder competitiveness, investment capacity and integration into value chains. Participants
shared good practices on participatory and inclusive approaches, including attention to women’s
land rights, tenure security, and the role of land consolidation in climate change mitigation,
adaptation and environmental protection. The workshop also underscored the value of multi-
purpose land consolidation as a tool extending beyond agricultural productivity to broader rural
development objectives.

Ev6. Global level - “Bridging investments and increasing the resilience of family farmers in the
coffee sector”

FAO organized this global event in Brasilia, in the framework of the FAO Regional Conference for
Latin America and the Caribbean, bringing together stakeholders from 32 countries, including
governments, UN organizations, civil society organizations, the private sector, academia and
donors. The event focused on promoting smallholder-sensitive investments in the family-farming
coffee sector. Through the Hand-in-Hand Initiative, FAO identified investment opportunities in
coffee value chains across several countries, highlighting the potential of multi-stakeholder
partnerships to strengthen capacities, diversify markets and promote sustainable practices.
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Discussions emphasized the role of family farming in the coffee sector in bridging investment gaps
and supporting inclusive rural transformation. Participants discussed how to translate local
alliances and technical tools into concrete investment flows for smallholder coffee producers,
recognizing that in Latin America and the Caribbean most coffee production is export-oriented and
that around 75 percent of coffee producers are smallholders cultivating less than ten hectares. The
activity identified investment priorities and policy recommendations for coffee-producing countries
and contributed to strengthening public-private partnerships for a more inclusive, sustainable and
resilient coffee sector.

Ev7. Global level - “Global Forum on Policy Solutions for Family Farming”

FAO organized the Global Forum on Policy Solutions for Family Farming in Rome, bringing together
participants from 40 countries, including governments, UN organizations, civil society
organizations, the private sector, academia and donors. The Forum built on the outcomes of four
interregional policy dialogues held between May and September 2025 and provided a platform to
connect their results and facilitate the exchange of good practices across different contexts.
Discussions enabled the identification of common challenges faced by family farmers and
innovative policy solutions to address global challenges, including climate change, and to support
inclusive rural transformation. Participants explored approaches to policy design and
implementation related to digital tools, markets, environmental sustainability and financial
instruments, and highlighted the value of integrating family farming into broader food, agricultural,
social and environmental policies. Recognizing the importance of this type of global dialogue,
participants supported the organization of future editions.

Ev8. Global level - “Interregional Dialogue on Family Farming for Europe and Central Asia”

FAO organized the Interregional Dialogue on Family Farming in Rome, bringing together
stakeholders from FAO programme countries in Europe and Central Asia (ECA) and Latin America
and the Caribbean (LAC), including governments, UN organizations, civil society organizations, the
private sector, academia, farmers and Indigenous organizations. The Dialogue addressed key
elements of the CFS policy recommendations through three thematic sessions focusing on access
to land and natural resources, generational renewal and the role of young farmers, and collective
action through family farmers’ organizations. Participants exchanged experiences and discussed
challenges such as land fragmentation, rising land prices, unclear land rights, barriers faced by
youth and women, and limitations in organizational capacity. Discussions highlighted policy and
institutional responses including rights-based land governance, land consolidation, youth-focused
training and advisory services, and supportive frameworks for farmer organizations. The Dialogue
emphasized inclusive policies, transparent governance and collective action as key enablers for
strengthening family farming, and fed directly into the Global Forum on Policy Solutions for Family
Farming held on 24-25 September 2025.
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Ev9. Global level - “Interregional Dialogue on Family Farming in the Near East and North Africa
as well as Latin America and the Caribbean”

FAO organized the Interregional Dialogue on Family Farming in Cairo, on 7 and 8 July 2025, bringing
together stakeholders from the Near East and North Africa (NENA) and Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC) regions, including governments, UN organizations, civil society organizations, the
private sector and academia. The Dialogue used the CFS policy recommendations as a reference to
inform ongoing policy dialogue and intersectoral coordination in support of family farming within
the framework of the UN Decade of Family Farming (UNDFF). Participants shared experiences on
innovative and inclusive policy approaches, and the event provided a platform for cross-regional
exchange among ministers, parliamentarians, researchers and other actors involved in UNDFF
implementation. Discussions highlighted good practices such as the establishment and
strengthening of national coordination mechanisms, multi-stakeholder platforms and National
Action Plans, contributing to more coherent policy frameworks for family farming. At the same time,
challenges were identified, including limited financial resources, uneven implementation capacity,
the need for stronger political commitment, and ensuring the meaningful participation of family
farmers, particularly women and youth, in policy design and implementation. The Dialogue
emphasized the importance of inclusive policy dialogue and strengthened intersectoral
coordination to support innovative solutions that enhance the productivity, resilience and
sustainability of family farming, and contributed to the outcomes of the Global Forum on Policy
Solutions for Family Farming 2025.

Ev10. Global level - “Interregional Dialogues on Family Farming of the Regional Technical
Platform on Family Farming”

FAO organized a series of Interregional Dialogues on Family Farming under the Regional Technical
Platform on Family Farming, held between July and October 2025 in Cairo, Kathmandu, and Rome,
with participation from 55 countries across regions.

The Dialogues used the four sets of CFS policy recommendations as analytical frameworks for
cross-regional exchange. Discussions were structured around key thematic areas, including digital
technologies and inclusive business models, access to markets, agroecological and
climate-resilient practices, access to credit and financial services, and access to land and natural
resources. The first edition of the Dialogues facilitated knowledge exchange across regions and led
to the identification of 45 innovations and technical solutions aimed at improving the productivity,
resilience and sustainability of family farming. Experiences shared focused on practical tools for
implementation, such as public credit and insurance mechanisms, public procurement schemes
and sustainable production practices adapted to sector-specific realities. Common challenges
were identified across regions, including limited access to finance, youth disengagement and an
aging farming population, and climate-related constraints. The Dialogues highlighted the value of
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interregional cooperation and exchange, and participants recognized the importance of continuing
this process through future editions of the initiative.

Ev11. Global level - “Second International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural
Development (ICARRD+20)”

The Government of Colombia organized the Second International Conference on Agrarian Reform
and Rural Development (ICARRD+20) in Cartagena, from 24 to 28 February 2026, with the
participation of official delegations from 102 countries, including governments, UN organizations,
civil society organizations, academia and private-sector actors. The Conference provided a
high-level global platform for dialogue on agrarian reform, access to land and rural development,
grounded in the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure (VGGT) and the
CFS Principles on Responsible Investment in agriculture. Discussions addressed redistributive land
policies, the strengthening of peasant and family farming, the expansion of local markets and
public procurement, and the integration of agrarian reform with climate action, biodiversity
conservation and agrifood systems transformation. The process was supported by preparatory
events involving academia and social movements and featured both an official agenda of plenaries,
thematic panels and interministerial dialogues and a parallel agenda of multi-stakeholder events.
The Conference concluded with the adoption of the ICARRD+20 Final Declaration, which
emphasized equitable access to land and resources, recognition of collective and community
tenure systems, gender equality in access to land and services, and the active participation of rural
communities and social organizations in agrarian policy-making.

V. Conclusions and recommendations

31. The contributions confirm the continued relevance of the four sets of CFS policy
recommendations as a comprehensive framework to support the empowerment of family
farmers and the transformation towards more sustainable food systems. Across regions and
stakeholders, experiences demonstrated that the CFS policy recommendations can
effectively guide policies, programmes and investments when adapted to national contexts
and aligned with broader frameworks such as the UN Decade of Family Farming.

32. The monitoring exercise highlights that strong political commitment, inclusive governance
and access to adequate and predictable resources are critical enabling conditions for
effective uptake. At the same time, limited awareness, weak institutional capacity,
fragmented coordination mechanisms, and insufficient financing continue to constrain their
full operationalization, particularly at decentralized levels and among those living in
vulnerable situations. This underscores the importance of strengthening dissemination,
capacity development, and institutional support to ensure that the recommendations are
better understood and systematically applied.
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The contributions further show that empowering family farmers - especially women and youth
- and strengthening multi-stakeholder collaboration and coordination are essential to
translating policy guidance into concrete action. Participatory approaches, partnerships
across sectors, and context-specific adaptation were consistently identified as key drivers of
success, alongside the need for improved monitoring systems and knowledge sharing to
support learning and scaling.

Continued efforts are required to raise awareness, strengthen technical capacities, and
mobilize adequate and predictable financial resources, alongside further institutionalizing the
CFS policy recommendations under review within national policy frameworks and
programmes to increase investments in family farming. These actions will be key to scaling up
good practices and ensuring that the CFS policy recommendations effectively contribute to
improved food security and nutrition towards the realization of the right to adequate food in
line with the UNDFF Global Action Plan’s bottom-up approach to implementation
encouraging stakeholders to translate these policy recommendations into context-specific
actions at country level in dialogue with family farmers’ organizations.



CFS

COMMITTEE ON
'WORLD FOO0
SECURITY

Doc No: Bur/2026/07/27/06b

Annex 1: Contributions documenting the use of the four sets of CFS policy
recommendation on empowering Family farmers

Contributions documenting experiences in the use and application of four sets of CFS

policy recommendations

Country level contributions

Africa

A 1. Burkina Faso: Achats institutionnels : Convention UNPRB/MENA pour la fourniture de
vivres aux cantines scolaires dans les régions de la Boucle du Mouhoun, du Centre-Est et
du Centre-Nord

A 2. Chad: An integrated livestock management approach to prevent acute malnutrition in
children under five in Chad

A 3. Kenya: Series of World Bank-funded agricultural projects in Kenya formulated and
technically supported by CFIA over the last ten years

A 4. Mali: Dispositif de formation des jeunes en Agroécologie Paysanne

A 5. Morocco: Adaptive Livestock Management and Market Participation Under Prolonged
Drought: The Amazigh Livestock System of Southeastern Morocco

A 6. Senegal: Gestion optimale de la santé des sols pour une diversité durable et

une meilleure résilience des exploitations familiales a Affiniam au Sénégal

A 7. South Africa: Integrating smallholder and subsistence producers (Family Farmers) into
South Africa’s Food Systems Transformation and Food Security Policies (2011-2025)

A 8. United Republic of Tanzania: Community-Governed Water Access and Livestock
Management as Smallholder Food Security Infrastructure: the Maasai System of the
Ngorongoro Conservation Area, Tanzania

Asia and the Pacific

P 1. Indonesia: Indonesia’s Restorative Economy as a Pathways for Empowering

Family Farmers to Strengthen Sustainable Food Systems

Europe

E 1. Albania: Connecting Smallholder Farmers to Markets: Exploring the High Potential of
Agritourism

E 2. Armenia: Implementation of the Food Security Policy

E 3. Georgia: Support to Georgian Agriculture, Food Safety and SPS Sectors under ENPAR
IIland ENPARD IV

E 4. Georgia: Youth Empowerment in Agrifood Systems and Rural Development

E 5. North Macedonia: Integrated support to family farmers through land consolidation,
digital agriculture, and policy strengthening in North Macedonia

E 6. Turkiye: Empowering rural women and youth through a diversified rural economy for
sustainable rural developmentin Dlzce Province, FAO TCP Project

E 7. Turkiye: Enhancement of the agro-ecological management system through promoting
ecosystem-oriented food production
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E 8. Turkiye: Food safety and nutrition capacity development to support the small-scale
producers in shortening the food supply chains, FAO TCP Project

E 9. Turkiye: Strengthening Women-Led Cooperatives and Market Access through Digital
Platforms and Integrated Cooperative Support Programmes in Turkiye

Near East

NE 1. Jordan: Small Ruminants Investment & Graduating Households in Transition
(SIGHT)

Latin America and the Caribbean

L 1. Brazil: All states of the Federation and the Federal District

L 2. Brazil: Bioinputs Strategy for Family Farming

L 3. Brazil: Development, consolidation and monitoring of Brazil's First National Food
Supply Plan (PNAAB)

L 4. Brazil: Ecoforte Program

L 5. Brazil: Empowerment and Productive Inclusion of Family Farming: The Brazilian
Experience with PRONAF and the Agroamigo Oriented Rural Microcredit Methodology

L 6. Brazil: Food Acquisition Program - Institutional Procurement: connecting Brazilian
women and men framers to the public procurement market

L 7. Brazil: From Land to Table (Da Terra a Mesa)

L 8. Brazil: Inclusion of Family Farmers, Agrarian Reform Settlers, Urban and Pero-urban
Farmers, and Traditional Peoples and Communities in CEASAS affiliated with the Brazilian
government

L 9. Brazil: Jandairas Project: productive strengthening, economic autonomy, and market
access for women and youth from Traditional Peoples and Communities

L 10. Brazil: Minimum Price Guarantee Policy for Agricultural and Extractive Products

L 11. Brazil: National Land Credit Program (PNCF): Access to Land, Strengthening Family
Farming, and Promoting Food Security in Brazil

L 12. Brazil: Rural Development Grants and Technical Assistance and Rural Extension as
Instruments for Strengthening Food Security

L 13. Brazil: Strengthening regional and national fairs and events for family farming

L 14. Colombia: Segunda Conferencia Internacional sobre Reforma Agrariay
Desarrollo Rural (ICARRD+20) realizado en la ciudad de Cartagena, Colombia del 24 al 28
de febrero de 2026

L 15. Dominican Republic: Desarrollo Territorial y Seguridad Alimentaria en la Republica
Dominicana

L 16. Ecuador: Elrol de la Agricultura Familiar
Campesina en la Alimentacién Escolar en Ecuador

L 17. El Salvador: National Programme of Rural Economic Transformation for Living Well -
Rural Adelante

L 18. Paraguay: Mejoramiento de la Cadena de Valor de la Yerba Mate Organica de la
Asociacién de la Agricultura Agroecolégica del Paraguay Ofoiru
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L 19. Paraguay: Servicio de extension agropecuaria para el fortalecimiento de la
agricultura familiar competitiva, inclusiva y sostenible

L 20. Peru: Fomento de la Competitividad, Reconversién y Empoderamiento de la
Agricultura Familiar en el Peru.

L 21. Peru: Intervencion de AGROMERCADO como brazo articulador del

Ministerio de Desarrollo Agrario y Riego — MIDAGRI Peru

L 22. Peru: Mercados de la Chacra a la Olla: Modelo de vinculaciéon comercial territorial
para el empoderamiento de la agricultura familiar en el Peru

L 23. Peru: Promoviendo el desarrollo de organizaciones agrarias familiares sostenibles
L 24. Venezuela: Alianza Cientifico-

Campesina: articulacién de saberes para el empoderamiento de la agricultura familiary
la resiliencia de los sistemas alimentarios en Venezuela

Regional level contributions

R 1. FAO Agrination Startup Cup (2022-2027)

R 2. Farmers Markets

R 3. Mark of recognition of young farmers in Europe and Central Asia

R 4. Second AFRAS annual meeting

R 5. Strengthening access to finance and inclusive investments for family farmers through
producer organizations in the Caribbean

R 6. Strengthening smallholder integration into fruit and vegetable value chains through
Farmer Field Schools and climate-smart advisory systems

R 7. Territorial Food Systems Strategies and Inclusive Territorial Development for Family
Farming

Global level contributions

G 1. Applying CFS policy recommendations to empower family farmers in aquatic food
systems

G 2. Dimitra Clubs - Community Engagement for Empowerment and

Gender Equality

G 3. Empowering smallholders through inclusive investment: Lessons from the Forest and
Farm Facility

G 4. Farm Business School

G 5. Green Jobs for Rural Youth Employment

G 6. Improving smallholders and FFPOs market access through collective action and
inclusive value chain development

G 7. Increasing awareness and use of the CFS Youth Policy
Recommendations (PR) at regional level
Contributions on events organized to discuss and/or disseminate the four sets of CFS

policy recommendations under review
Country level contributions
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Ev 1. Paraguay: Experiencia de elaboracién de yerba mate organica con marca propia,
introduccion al marcado local y exportacion
Ev 2. Turkiye: Family farming in Turkiye — A perspective for the future

Ev 3. Venezuela: 10° Aniversario de la Alianza Cientifico-Campesina: intercambio de
experiencias para el fortalecimiento de la agricultura familiar y la soberania alimentaria
Regional level contributions

Ev 4. Regional Rural Youth Forum for Europe and Central Asia

Global level contributions
Ev 5. 16th International LANDNET workshop

Ev 6. Bridging investments and increasing the resilience of Family Farmers in the coffee
sector
Ev 7. Global Forum on Policy Solutions for Family Farming

Ev 8. Interregional Dialogue on Family Farming for Europe and Central Asia

EV 9. Interregional Dialogue on Family Farming in the Near East and Northa Africa as well
as Latin America and Caribbean

Ev 10. Interregional Dialogues on Family Farming of the Regional Technical Platform on
Family Farming

Ev 11. Segunda Conferencia Internacional sobre Reforma Agrariay

Desarrollo Rural (ICARRD+20)

Additional comments received

a. Alliance pour la Souveraineté Alimentaire -MENA

b. Cameroon (SFC)

C. The Civil Society and Indigenous Peoples’ Mechanism (CSIPM)
d. Democratic Republic of the Congo (RDC)/SFC

e. Egypt - ~=e

f. Gabon

g. Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania (Benefit-sharing Fund project)

h. Mali/Gao

i. Mali/Kita-Yanfolila

j- Mali/Tombouctou

k. Peru

L. Sao Tome and Principe (STP)/ SFC

m. Secretariat for Land Governance, Territorial Development, and

Socioenvironmental Affairs




