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Workstream updates and CFS Chairperson’s outreach  

***These updates cover the period following the Bureau and Advisory Group meetings  

held on 28 May 2026*** 

 

1. Policy Convergence Process on Building Resilient Food Systems 

Following consultations held throughout the 2025–2026 intersessional period, the first round of 

negotiations on the CFS Policy Recommendations on Building Resilient Food Systems took place 

during the week of 15–19 June, followed by a second round during the week of 5–9 July. 

2. Collaborative Governance Dialogue  

The Second Collaborative Governance Dialogue on “Addressing Gaps in Information and Data 

Availability Through Multistakeholder Processes in Food Security and Nutrition (FSN)” is taking place 

on 16 July 2026 in Rome. The Dialogue aimed to provide an open space for exchange among CFS 

Members, United Nations agencies and relevant stakeholders on persistent and emerging FSN data 

gaps, and on how collaborative governance approaches can help strengthen the availability, quality, 

coordination and use of FSN data for inclusive evidence-informed decision-making. More 

information is available on the CFS website. The outcomes of this dialogue will inform the CFS 

summary report on Collaborative Governance for Coordinated Policy Responses to Emerging Global 

Food Crises towards Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Transformation, which will be 

presented at the CFS 54 Plenary Session in October under item II on the State of the Security and 

Nutrition in the World 2026 – Strengthening Coordination and Collaborative Actions. 

3. CFS High-Level Event on Artificial Intelligence, Digitalization, Data Governance for Food 

Security and Nutrition 

The CFS High-Level Event on Artificial Intelligence, Digitalization, Data Governance for Food Security 

and Nutrition, was organized on 30 June in Rome at WFP headquarters. The Forum brought together 

a wide range of stakeholders and experts to explore the opportunities and the associated risks of 

these technologies in addressing food security and nutrition. The discussion underscored the need 

for governance on AI and digital technologies to ensure their responsible adoption and the effective 

use of data in decision-making, and highlighted the role of CFS in promoting the right to food, 

justice, equity, inclusivity, transparency and accountability in the context of the use of data, AI and 

other digital technologies within agriculture and food systems. The outcomes of the CFS High-Level 

Forum on Harnessing Artificial Intelligence, Digitalization and Data Governance for Food Security and 

Nutrition will be presented at the CFS 54 Plenary Session in October under item II on the State of the 

Security and Nutrition in the World 2026 – Strengthening Coordination and Collaborative Actions. 

4. Promoting the uptake of CFS policy products 

a) A webinar on “Using CFS Policy Products to Strengthen Parliamentary Action for Agrifood Systems 

Transformation” took place on 25 May 2026, jointly organized by the CFS Secretariat and the FAO 

Partnerships and UN Collaboration Division. 

https://www.fao.org/cfs/newsroom/news-and-articles/detail/save-the-date--collaborative-governance-dialogue-on-addressing-gaps-in-information-and-data-availability-through-multi-stakeholder-processes-in-food-security-and-nutrition/en
https://www.fao.org/cfs/newsroom/news-and-articles/detail/save-the-date--collaborative-governance-dialogue-on-addressing-gaps-in-information-and-data-availability-through-multi-stakeholder-processes-in-food-security-and-nutrition/en
https://www.fao.org/cfs/newsroom/news-and-articles/detail/save-the-date--collaborative-governance-dialogue-on-addressing-gaps-in-information-and-data-availability-through-multi-stakeholder-processes-in-food-security-and-nutrition/en
https://www.fao.org/cfs/newsroom/news-and-articles/detail/high-level-forum-on-harnessing-artificial-intelligence--digitalization-and-data-governance-for-food-security-and-nutrition/en
https://www.fao.org/cfs/newsroom/news-and-articles/detail/high-level-forum-on-harnessing-artificial-intelligence--digitalization-and-data-governance-for-food-security-and-nutrition/en
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The webinar represented an opportunity to explore how CFS policy guidance can support 

Parliamentarians and Parliamentary actors in informing legislation, guiding budget allocations, 

strengthening oversight, and aligning national policies with globally agreed priorities. The webinar 

intended to deepen collaboration between CFS and Parliamentary actors, increase awareness of CFS 

policy products, and identify new opportunities for cooperation at country and regional levels and 

contribute to the preparatory process for the Third Global Parliamentary Summit Against Hunger 

and Malnutrition, scheduled for November 2026. 

Additional information on the webinar, including the speakers that intervened, is available on a 

dedicated webpage.  

b) The Submission Template for the Uptake Stocktaking Exercise has been circulated on 16 June 

2026.  

The outcomes of this exercise will inform the development of the CFS Digital Repository which is 

expected to provide a consolidated overview of CFS uptake activities, with information on the use of 

CFS policy products made at global, regional, national and local levels. The CFS Digital Repository will 

be added to the CFS website. 

The Submission Template is structured around three main sections: 

• Description of how the concepts and recommendations included in CFS policy products have 

been applied in specific contexts and how they contributed to changes in policies, 

institutions and capacities, including the diversity of stakeholders involved in the process; 

• Inclusion of any type of resources and tools that were developed to support the uptake of 

specific CFS policy products, such as guidance materials, handbooks, technical guides, policy 

dialogues, webinars, trainings, e-learning courses and analytical frameworks; 

• Presentation of examples of alignment between national policies and specific CFS policy 

products, regardless of whether these policies were adopted before or after the relevant CFS 

product in order to showcase actions taken and identify opportunities for further 

engagement and potential entry points for the uptake of CFS policy products. 

In order to give enough time for CFS stakeholders to collect inputs within their constituencies, the 

deadline for the submission of the template is 9 November 2026. The Uptake Stocktaking Exercise 

is open to all CFS stakeholders.  

CFS Bureau and Advisory Group members are warmly encouraged to disseminate the Submission 

Template as widely as possible to ensure that all relevant stakeholders at national, regional and 

global levels are engaged in the process. 

c) The Global Agriculture and Food Security Program (GAFSP) launched a call for proposals for 

country-led projects to help countries strengthen agriculture and food systems over the medium and 

long term. This is intended to support country-led investments that strengthen food security, build 

resilience, and improve livelihoods for smallholder farmers and rural communities in the world’s 

poorest countries.  

 

https://www.fao.org/cfs/newsroom/news-and-articles/detail/webinar-on-using-cfs-policy-products-to-strengthen-parliamentary-action-for-agrifood-systems-transformation/en
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/vqwePEH1TS
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The Guidance Note for applications (which is available at this link) mentions that the call is designed 

to strengthen alignment and coordination with relevant multilateral frameworks and initiatives, such 

as the Committee on World Food Security. More specifically, among the criteria that will be used to 

assess the proposals, the Guidance Note mentions that collaboration and engagements with aligned 

global initiatives, such as CFS and its policy products, are encouraged as part of proposal 

development.  

This is another important signal of the relevance of CFS and its policy products and of the attention 

that important institutions give to the outcomes of the work of the Committee. Bureau and Advisory 

Group members are invited to share this information among their constituencies to encourage the 

development of proposals that promote the use of specific CFS policy products at country level. 

Eligible countries are invited to submit proposals and all required supporting documents to GAFSP by 

15 September 2026. 

5. High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition (HLPE-FSN) 

The HLPE-FSN Secretariat organized the 37th meeting of the Steering Committee (held virtually) 

from 8-11 June. The meeting was very well attended and allowed to advance on all matters 

concerning the work programme of the HLPE-FSN. 

The HLPE-FSN Steering Committee selected the team for drafting the forthcoming HLPE report 

“Sustainable fisheries and aquaculture for food security and nutrition”.  

The e-consultations for the V0 draft of the report Preserving, strengthening and promoting 

Indigenous Peoples’ food and knowledge systems and traditional practices for sustainable food 

systems was open from 15 May to 26 June 2026; while the e-consultation on the draft of the note on 

Harnessing Artificial Intelligence, digitalization and data governance for food security and nutrition 

was opened until 15 June 2026. Both consultations attracted a number of rich and diverse inputs, 

which have been integrated into the revised versions of report and note.  

The 4th Note on Critical, emerging and enduring issues for food security and nutrition has been 

finalized and will be discussed during the CFS 54 Plenary Session. 

6. CFS Chairperson’s outreach and global engagements 

• On 28 May, the Chairperson participated in the Rome Nutrition Week 2026 World Nutrition Day 

High-Level event “Delivering as one for coherent nutrition action” in FAO HQ, which provided an 

opportunity to highlight the role CFS has played in strengthening the integration of nutrition 

across food security and food systems governance. 

• In the context of the Rome Nutrition Week 2026 (25-28 May) and the CFS Bureau and Advisory 

Group Strategic Retreat (29 May), the Chairperson met with several key stakeholders, as well as 

with CFS Members and Participants to discuss upcoming milestones for the Committee and 

strengthen the collaboration across the various areas of work.  

• The CFS Chairperson attended the meeting of the EU International Food and Agricultural 

Questions (AGRIFAO) working party on 6th of July in Brussels, upon invitation of Ireland who is 

currently detaining the Presidency of the European Union. The meeting provided an opportunity 

to present the main activities of the CFS, raise awareness about the importance of strengthening 

https://www.gafspfund.org/9th-call-proposals
https://www.unnutrition.org/rome-nutrition-week-2026/delivering-one-coherent-nutrition-action
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the uptake of policy products and invite countries to support the implementation at national 

level and use relevant policy recommendations and voluntary guidelines in programmes, 

projects and domestic regulations.  

• From 7 to 14 July, the Chairperson was in New York to participate in the High-level Political 

Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) 2026. While there, he met with partners, including 

senior officials across the UN system, to increase the visibility of the work done by the 

Committee in New York and participated in several events where he highlighted the role of the 

Committee in addressing the SDGs, , the UN 80 process and the contribution of the CFS as a 

multistakeholder platform of dialogue on food security and nutrition.  

• He also participated in a side event co-organized with UN-Nutrition on 10 July titled “Why 

nutrition matters for SDG 6, 7, 9, 11 and 17 - and the entire 2030 agenda” that is intended to 

highlight how nutrition is a powerful enabler of sustainable development far beyond SDG 2, 

focusing on how integrating nutrition into policies and investments on water and sanitation, 

energy, infrastructure, sustainable cities and partnerships can accelerate progress across the 

entire 2030 Agenda. 


