
 
Doc No: Bur/2026/07/27/01                                                                                                       

 

1 
 

 

THE STATE OF FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION IN THE WORLD - STRENGTHENING 
COORDINATION AND COLLABORATIVE ACTIONS  - DRAFT CONCLUSIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Friends of the Chair process on item II leading to CFS 54 
 
Preliminary dates: 
 
14 September 2026 
28 September 2026  
6 October 2026 
 
Friends of the Chair meetings will be:  
 
- Open to all interested CFS Members and Participants  
- Chaired by a Member who will report on progress to the CFS Chairperson  
- Informal in nature  
- In English only  
- Held in hybrid modality  
 
 
Written comments on this draft may be submitted to the CFS Secretariat (cfs@fao.org) by Friday, 4 
September 2026. 



 
Doc No: Bur/2026/07/27/01                                                                                                       

 

2 
 

1. Opening statements are delivered by […]. 

2. Mr Máximo Torero, Chief Economist of FAO, presents the 2026 edition of The State of Food 
Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) report. 

3. A panel discussion on regional perspectives for achieving Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2 
takes place, moderated by […] with […]. 

4. The outcomes and recommendations of the Second International Conference on 
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD+20) are presented by […]. 

5. The outcomes of the CFS Summary Report on Collaborative Governance for Coordinated 
Policy Responses to Emerging Global Food Crises towards Sustainable Agriculture and Food 
Systems Transformation are presented by the CFS Chairperson (CFS 2026/54/Inf.18). 

6. The outcomes of the Summary of the CFS High-Level Forum on Harnessing Artificial Intelligence, 
Digitalization and Data Governance for Food Security and Nutrition are presented by the CFS 
Chairperson (CFS 2026/54/Inf.19). 

7. The outcomes of the satellite session on Empowering Women Farmers for Food Security and 
Nutrition: Working Together to Advance Inclusive and Sustainable Food Systems are presented 
by […]. 

8. Statements by delegates on strengthening coordination and collaborative action for food 
security and nutrition are delivered by Members, Participants and Observers. 

9. The Committee: 

i. welcomes the presentation of the 2026 edition of The State of Food Security and Nutrition in 
the World (SOFI) and takes note of its key messages, which provide the latest global evidence 
on progress and challenges towards achieving SDG 2; 

ii. notes the continued gradual progress in reducing global hunger for the third consecutive year 
in 2025, while recognizing that an estimated 645 million people remained undernourished and 
that progress remains uneven across regions and insufficient to achieve the 2030 targets; 

iii. expresses concern that more than 2 billion people continue to experience moderate or severe 
food insecurity, underscoring the need to accelerate coordinated action to address the 
underlying drivers of food insecurity and malnutrition, particularly in countries facing multiple 
and overlapping crises; 

iv. highlights the report's finding that the unaffordability of healthy diets remains a major 
challenge to achieving food security and nutrition, noting that approximately 2.69 billion 
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people were unable to afford a healthy diet in 2025 despite recent improvements, and 
recognizes the need to improve access to sufficient, affordable, safe and nutritious food for all; 

v. acknowledges that progress across nutrition indicators remains uneven, 
with persistent challenges including child malnutrition, anaemia among women aged 15–49 
years, and rising adult obesity, underscoring the need for integrated policies that address 
all forms of malnutrition through sustainable food systems; 

vi. reaffirms the value of SOFI as the United Nations flagship report for monitoring global 
progress on food security and nutrition; 

vii. encourages Members and stakeholders to use CFS policy products as voluntary tools to support 
the design, implementation and monitoring of strategies and programmes for sustainable 
food systems and the progressive realization of the right to adequate food; 

viii. takes note of the outcomes of ICARRD+20, which highlighted the role of agrarian reform, 
sustainable rural development and the responsible governance of tenure in achieving 
food security and nutrition, reducing inequalities and strengthening resilience to climate-
related and food crises; 

ix. further notes the importance of accelerating implementation of the CFS Voluntary 
Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forest in the 
Context of National Food Security (CFS-VGGT) and other relevant CFS policy instruments 
through inclusive governance processes, strengthened legal and policy frameworks, gender-
responsive measures and the recognition and protection of legitimate tenure rights; 

x. recalls the upcoming CFS High-Level Forum on “Advancing equitable land governance for food 
security and nutrition: a global progress review on agrarian reform and tenure rights”, to be 
held in 2027, which will provide an opportunity to take stock of progress, challenges and good 
practices in advancing equitable land governance and tenure security, and to strengthen 
partnerships and knowledge exchange in support of the implementation of the CFS-VGGT; 

xi. welcomes the two meetings held under the workstream on Collaborative Governance for 
Coordinated Policy Responses to Emerging Global Food Crises towards Sustainable 
Agriculture and Food Systems Transformation—the Fifth Collaborative Governance Dialogue 
on the affordability of healthy diets and the Sixth Collaborative Governance Dialogue on 
addressing data gaps in food security and nutrition—recognizing the importance of promoting 
multistakeholder dialogue focused on the voices of the most affected countries and 
constituencies; 

xii. takes note of the outcomes of the two dialogue sessions, as outlined in document 
CFS 2026/54/Inf.18, CFS Summary Report on Collaborative Governance for Coordinated 
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Policy Responses to Emerging Global Food Crises towards Sustainable Agriculture and Food 
Systems Transformation; 

xiii. recognizes the drivers of the unaffordability of healthy diets—including the high cost of 
nutritious foods, low purchasing power, inefficiencies across food systems and the impacts 
of conflicts, climate and economic shocks—and acknowledges the context-specific policies and 
strategies discussed during the dialogue that aim to create enabling food environments 
supporting the availability, accessibility and affordability of healthy diets; 

xiv. recognizes that persistent gaps in the availability, timeliness, coverage and use of food 
security and nutrition data continue to affect the ability of policymakers and practitioners to 
anticipate crises, design targeted interventions and monitor progress, particularly in fragile 
and crisis-affected contexts, and underscores the need to strengthen national capacities, 
improve data literacy and analytical tools, and ensure that existing information is more 
accessible, interoperable and effectively translated into policy and action; 

xv. emphasizes the importance of inclusive, rights-based and trustworthy data governance 
in supporting the progressive realization of the right to adequate food, including through the 
use of sufficiently disaggregated data that better captures the diverse realities and 
lived experiences, vulnerabilities and resilience capacities of different population groups, 
especially of those affected by conflict and climate-related shocks, while ensuring appropriate 
safeguards for ownership, privacy, consent and benefit-sharing; 

xvi. highlights the relevant policy guidance tools already developed by the Committee, 
including the CFS Voluntary Guidelines on Food Systems and Nutrition, the CFS Policy 
Recommendations on Strengthening the Collection and Use of Food Security and Nutrition 
Data and Related Analysis Tools, and the Voluntary Guidelines to Support the 
Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in the Context of National Food Security, 
which provide a strong normative foundation to support countries and stakeholders in 
addressing the issues covered by the two dialogues under the workstream on Collaborative 
Governance for Coordinated Policy Responses to Emerging Global Food Crises towards 
Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Transformation; 

xvii. welcomes the High-Level Forum on Harnessing Artificial Intelligence, Digitalization and 
Data Governance for Food Security and Nutrition, which brought together a wide range of 
stakeholders and experts to explore the opportunities and associated risks of these 
technologies for food security and nutrition. The discussions underscored: (i) the need to 
ensure equitable access to new and innovative digital tools and to reduce barriers so that 
digital transformation does not deepen existing inequalities; (ii) the importance of developing 
rules and governance frameworks that promote inclusive, transparent and effective 
governance of artificial intelligence and data for food security and nutrition; and (iii) 
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the urgency of mobilizing resources to promote an inclusive and equitable digital transition, 
with particular attention to those in vulnerable situations; 

xviii. recognizes the critical role that CFS can play as an inclusive, multistakeholder, evidence-based 
platform in advancing policy dialogue on the responsible use of data, artificial intelligence and 
other digital technologies in agriculture and food systems, guided by the principles of the right 
to food, justice, equity, inclusivity, transparency and accountability; 

xix. takes note of the outcomes of the High-Level Forum, as outlined in document 
CFS 2026/54/Inf.19, Summary of the CFS High-Level Forum on Harnessing Artificial Intelligence, 
Digitalization and Data Governance for Food Security and Nutrition and draws 
particular attention to the need to enhance awareness and collaboration in support of a more 
just and equitable digital transformation to achieve food security and nutrition for all; 

xx. takes note of the overview provided in the Background Note by the High Level Panel of 
Experts on Food Security and Nutrition for the CFS High-Level Forum on Harnessing Artificial 
Intelligence, Digitalization and Data Governance for Food Security and Nutrition; 

xxi. expresses the need to continue discussions on these themes within CFS to further explore the 
risks and opportunities associated with artificial intelligence, digitalization and data governance 
for food security and nutrition, while strengthening linkages with relevant processes in 
other international fora and the work of the RBAs; 

xxii. [placeholder for outcomes of the Satellite Session on Empowering Women Farmers for Food 
Security and Nutrition: Working Together to Advance Inclusive and Sustainable Food Systems] 
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